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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE increaſe of Pop ERV 
amongſt us, and the defence 
of a doctrine which is its chief ſup- 
port, hath occaſioned this ſmall trea- 
tiſe; wherein ſome of the chief 
doctrines of the Romiſh church are 
conſidered with freedom, > their 
A 2 falſity 


falſity proved from ſcripture and rea- 


ſon; and if the obſervations therein 


contained do any way contribute to 


ſet her corrupt doctrines in a clearer 
and ſtronger light, and ſo prevent 
the progreſs of that religion, it an- 
ſwers the wiſh and only view of 
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* All fleſh i is as graſs, and all the glory of man as 


the flower of graſs. The graſs withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away. | 

+ Beware, left any man ſpoil you through pbiloſe- | 
phy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Chrift. 

Fa man think himſelf to he ſomething, when be 
is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf. 


HE oklofopkiirs among the heathen 

nations, having no divine revelation 

of the origin of this earth, or its 

firſt inhabitant, man, and though 

e not God, to worſhip him as God, 

yet, puffed up with ohilo@ptic Lege ide, ing. 
ended to frame an account of 


| en and man, out of their own NG 


- 1 Fpift, $t, Peter, ch. i. 24. | 7 tpi oj 
and 
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and having perplexed themſelves in the laby- 
rinth of ſcience, and thrown out a vaſt quantity 
of unintelligible jargon about atoms, ſpace, ex- 
tenſion, matter, and ſpirit, which, as they did 
not well underſtand themſelves, they could not 
intelligibly explain to others ; nevertheleſs out 
of this their confuſed maſs they produced this 


world and its inhabitant man, whom they com- 


poſed of two parts; one part they called the 
body, and was, according to their notion, made 
of matter ; the other part they called the ſoul, 
and, according to their notion, was formed an 
immaterial ſubſtance or ſpirit, and conſequently 
an immortal creature put in a material caſe. 
Thus philoſophic pride taught man to think 
himſelf to be ſomething, when he is nothing 1 
and though the apoſtles and preachers of the 
Chriſtian revelation cautioned and adviſed the 
Chriſtian church to take heed and not be ſedu- 
ced by the vain conceits and traditions of this 
philoſophy, and after the rudiments of men, vet 
the fathers of the Chriſtian church, not regard- 
ing the apoſtle's admonition, ſuffered themſelves 
to be groſly corrupted by the Greek philoſophy, 
and retained the philoſophic diſtinction of man 
being formed of two parts, body and ſoul, and 
have adapted the ſcriptural expreſſions, as well 
as their own writings, to this their notion, out 
of a ridiculous vanity to make ſcripture and phi- 


loſophy agree together, and thus have impoſed 


the inventions and fables of men for ſcriptural 
doctrines: and as the Chriſtian prieſthood did 
not think themſelves under any obligation to re- 
nounce the filthy lucre or riches of this world; nor 
its 7 and power; but * after them with 

an 
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an avaricious greedineſs; ſo the Chriſtian church 


grew ſoon corrupted both in her doctrine and 


morals; and on the diſſolution of the Roman em- 


pire, the biſhop or pope of Rome availed himſelf 
of the diſtractions of the times, to exalr himſelf on 
the approaching ruin of the empire, and by the 
aſſiſtance of the king of the Franks he ſome way 
or other poſſeſſed Rirnſelf of Rome, the once 
miſtreſs of the known world, and from thence 
aſſumed the arrogant title of the ſupreme head 
and director of the Chriſtian church, and having 
by many previous artful ſteps, eſpecially by the 


_ eſtabliſhment of the monkiſh orders, brought 


the clergy to acknowledge his power and ſub- 
mit to his dictates, they jointly formed a ſcheme 
to render themſelves independent of the civil 
powers; and which having accompliſhed, they 
aſſumed a tyrannic ſway over the minds and con- 


ſciences of the laity; and being arrived at the 


higheſt pitch of worldly wealth, grandeur, and 
0 having brought the laity under the moſt 
laviſh ſubjection to receive every thing they 
thought proper to impoſe; the pope and clergy 
at laſt ventured to turn the Chriſtlan religion into 
merchandize, and obſerving that the opinion of 
man being a compound of body and an immor- 
tal ſoul, ſeemed likely to prove the moſt pro- 
fitable and gainful branch of her trade, they 
adopted that opinion, and by their aſſumed au- 
thority impoſed it as an article of the Chriſtian 
faith; and having by ſuch adoption laid them- 
ſelves under the neceſſity of providing a habita- 
tion for the immortal ſouls when they left the 
body, they invented purgatory, as a refining fire 
to purify the ſouls from ſuch groſs pollutions as 
| | might 
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might ſtick to them on their leaving the body, 
with a reſerved power nevertheleſs to the priefts, 


that by their prayers or maſſes they might miti- 
gate the heat of che fire, and either prolong 


their ſtay, or promote their departure out of pur- 


gatory, according as the reſpective ſums either 
bequeathed or given by pious and charitable fuc- 


beſides this lucrative branch of the trade, the 
Romiſh church cannot ſubſiſt without the doc- 
trine of the immortality of the human ſoul; it 
is the chief corner ſtone, which knits together 


and upholds the whole building of Rotnih Ido. 


latry, wherefore ſhe acts wiſely in ſupporting 


fach a neceſſary doctrine with all her cunning 


and might; but that the reformers, whoſe chie! 
plea for a ſeparation from the Romiſh church 
was (and moſt juſtly) on account of her noto- 
rious idolatry in praying to the departed ſouls of 


pretended ſaints, ſhould not only fetain, bur alſo 
tenaciouſly defend the very foundation of her 


idolatry, is amazing beyond all human concep- 
tion: for though the abuſe of any ductrine doth 
fuch abuſe ought to render the reformed Hurches 
extremely cautious how they retain a doctrine 
liable to ſuch groſs abuſe, or wilfully perſift in 
applying texts of ſcripture, which are yague, un- 
certain, and moſt dubious in their meaning, in 


not make a real and true doctrine leſs true, yet 


ſupport of a doctrine which deſtroys all true reli- 


gion; they ought rather to fuſpett, and with the 
niceſt criticiſm examine, a doctrine which conſti- 
rutes the chief bulwark of the Romiſh church; 


for if there be no truth, as moſt certainly there is 


got, in the immartality of human ſouls, or that 


might prevail. But 


they 
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they have any exiſtence after death till the re- 


ſurrection, then all divine worſhip paid them 
muſt be the higheſt folly, which the moſt ſtu- 
pid people on earth would ſcarce practiſe; 
and whatever ſome conceited philoſophers may 
imagine, that the belief of the immortality of 
the ſoul hath been, and ſtill is, of great ſervice 


amongſt the heathen nations, to perſuade them 


of a future ſtate and rewards and puniſhments, 
yet Chriſtianity, which hath fully revealed a fu- 
ture ſtate and proper rewards and puniſhments, 
cannot in the leaſt be benefited by the ſaid doc- 
trine, but, on the contrary, is the real laſting 


cauſe of the remaining great corruption in the 
Chriſtian church: yer ſo it is, that a clergyman 


of the reformed church ſtands up as a champion 
for the immortality of the human ſoul, and be- 
ing under dreadful apprehenſions that that doc- 
trine ſhould loſe all its influence through the 
writings of Dr. Law (whoſe writings I have not 
ſeen) and a late treatiſe, intituled, An Hiſto- 
„ rical Review of an intermediate State,” that 
though he had a very large work in hand for the 
ſupport of his favourite opinion, yet ſeeing it in 
danger by the aboveſaid writings to be rooted 
up, he haſtened the publication of a ſmall trea- 
tiſe, of no more than one hundred and ſeventy- 
four pages, in defence of an inherent immorta- 
lity of the human ſoul ; which doctrine at this 
time when, through the humane diſpoſition of 
the government, the Romiſn religion increaſes 
amongſt us, might, without the leaſt detriment 


to the Chriſtian religion, have been well ſpared. 


However that be, it evinces the truth of that 


melancholy conſideration, that men are often ſo 
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wedded to their opinions, and ſo prejudiced to 


the notions they have erroneouſly imbibed, or 
bewitched by the ſpirit of controverſy and con- 
tradition, or in hopes of writing themſelves 
into preferment, that they continue blind to 


truth and the force of reaſon : and notwithſtand- 
ing what Mr. BRouohrox may imagine of his 


having, as he pretends, confirmed the philoſo- 
phic, heathen, and popiſh notion of the ſoul's 
immortality by ſcriptural proofs, yet, ſo far from 


his having produced any ſcripture paſſages, any 


way ſufficient for that purpoſe, that the main 


point in queſtzon hath never by him been im- 


partially attended to, ſeeing it is impoſſible to 
prove a falſnood from the word of truth; 
though he, as well as his brethren of the Ro- 
miſh church, may produce ſome expreſſions in 
ſcripture, which they make to ſpeak what they 


want them to ſay; and as ſome of the moſt ma- 
terial texts of ſcripture as well as arguments, to 


ſhew the falſnood of that abſurd doctrine, the 
immortality of the human ſoul, have been omit- 
ted, it induces a well-wiſher to a more extended 
reformation from thoſe many papiſtical phraſes 
retained by our reformers, to take a review of 


the doctrine of the immortality of the human 
ſoul and an intermediate ſtate; and as all inve- 
terate diſeaſes, eſpecially of the mind, are moſt 
difficult to be eradicated, fo it will require a mul- 


tiplication and often repetitions of proofs and 


reaſonings, to conſider the queſtion in every light, 
which will be done under the five following pro- 
poſitions. ; 


p R O- 


ö 
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PROPOSITION I. 


| 


; That no one of thoſe four remarkable and 


ſtriking paſſages of the New Teſtament ex- 
hibited by Mr. Bzovcaron, to prove man 
compoſed of an immortal foul diſtinft from 
the body, prove any ſuch thing, but are im- 
Properly wreſted for that purpole. | 


PROPOSITION I. 


T hat — is called the human ſoul, 18 hed WR 
by ſome pretended) a diſtinct, immaterial, 
immortal being from the body, but conſti- 
rutes a part of the body, and, according to 
ſcripture and reaſon, is generated with the 
body, and dies with it. Tay ave 


i * 


PROPOSITION III. 


That it is the Chriſtian revelation only which 
hath certainly made known to the Gentile 
world, the great and joyful tidings of life and 
immortality ; ; or, that the human race will 
from death be reſtored to life again by the 
reſurrection, and become immortal by JO 
Chung. 


PROPOSITION W. 


That the grave is the ts receptacle or inter- 
mediate ſtate, where all the human race are 
to ſlcep and reſt till the reſurrection and Judg- 


ment, 
| B 2 PRO- 
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PROPOSITION V. 


That the immortality of what is called the hu- 
man ſoul, is attended with unjuſt, abſurd, and 
ridiculous conſequences, and which alone are 
ſufficient to prove the falſhood or that doc- 
trine. 


FROPOSITION 'L 


That no one of thoſe four remarkable ſtriking 
paſſages of the New Teſtament exhibited by 
Mr. BxovcrTon, to prove man compoſed of 
an immortal ſoul diſtinct from the body, prove 


any ſuch thing, but are improperly wreſted 


for chat purpoſe. 


Every one who regards truth as preferable to the 


eſtabliſhment of any ſyſtem will, with Dr. Law, 


acknowledge that the Hebrew word which 18 
rendered in our language ſoul, hath various ſig- 
nifications and dubious meanings, and that in 


ſcripture language it moſtly denotes the life of 


man : it is therefore an inſtance of great pre- 
ſumption in Mr. BROUGHTON to ſay, that a 
doubtful meaning in an original dead language 
may ſafely be determined by the certain ſenſe of 
a word in another language; namely a Greek 
word: ſuch an aſſertion is unworthy a man of 
candour; for how was it poſſible that the Greek 


tranſlators, in a tranſlation made of fone books 


wrote many hundred years before in a language 
which, by reafon of a long and great captivity, 


had undergone ſo many changes, that it was with 
difficulty 
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difficulty underſtood by the Jews themſelves? 
How was it poſſible, I ſay, that the Greek tranj- 
lators, with their ſuperficial knowledge of the 
Hebrew or Chaldee language, could fix a du- 


bious meaning of a Hebrew word ? For if the 


Hebrew writers themſelves uſed a word in du- 
bious and various ſignifications, it is impoſſible 
any tranſlator can ever give the true meaning ? 
He may indeed render a Hebrew word by a 
Greek word which hath a certain determined 
ſenſe in that language, and this may be owing 
to his ignorance of the true ſenſe in which the 
writer who uſed that word meant it; and what- 
ever certainty the Greek word hath, the Hebrew 
word which it 1s intended to repreſent remains 
nevertheleſs as uncertain and dubious as before, 
eſpecially in what relates to the word foul, which 
the Greek tranſlators, as being infected with the 
Greek philoſophy of man being compoſed of 
two diſtin& parts, a body and an immaterial 
foul, would, and moſt certainly did, render the 
word ſoul, according to their ſenſe of it, ſpirit ; 
for as there is only one ſpirit, the ſelf- exiſtent 
Being, ſo the word ſpirit, whenever applied to 


any created being, muſt have ſome other ſigni- 


fication ; but what it really means, when fo ap- 
plied, remains, after all the duſt caft in our 
eyes by a promiſcuous uſe of the word ſpirit, 


2 dubious and uncertain to this day; nor 


ould we look for the derivation or the true 
meaning of the word rendered ſoul (of man) in 
the Greek language, which, in conſequence of 
her philoſophic notion of man being compoſed 


of two diſtinct beings, made uſe of two diſtinct 


words, one to denote the body and the other a 
6 Jo | BY ** — — 2 - foul 
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foul or ſpiritual ſubſtance : but we ought to trace 
the word rendered ſoul of man out of the He- 
brew language, in which Moſes penned his re- 
lation of the formation of man, and it ought 


to be ſhewn, that the Hebrew word rendered in 


the Greek or our language ſoul, meant in the 
Hebrew language an immortal diſtinct being 


from the body, and that the word was always 


uſed in that ſenſe, and no other; and until 
ſome authentic proof be made hereof, we muſt 
content ourſelves to take the word in our lan- 


guage rendered foul, for what it moſt reaſona- 


bly ſeems to denote ; viz. ſometimes the life of 


man, at other times the reaſonable faculties in 


man,. which render him an accountable crea- 
ture: and it is highly probable, that no inſpired 
writer ever meant, by the uſe of the word foul, 


a diſtinct immaterial being from the body, as 


ſome men endeavour to make us believe; how- 


ever no ſuch ſenſe is evident from the firſt paſ- 


ſage of ſcripture: produced by Mr. Brovcn- 
Town for the proof of an immaterial foul diſtinct 
from the body, in theſe words of our Saviour ; 

Fear not them which kill the body, but are not 


able to kill the ſoul : but rather fear him which is 


able to deſtray both ſoul and body in hell. For 
whatever may be the true ſenſe of theſe words, 
quoted out of St. Matthew's goſpel as ſpoken 
by our Saviour, when he fent his diſciples to 
preach the goſpel to the loſt mer of the houſe 
of Iſrael, Fear them not which kill the body, and 
are not able to kill the ſoul; yet thoſe words, 


whatever may be their meaning, when truly 


" Broughton, page 69, t Matthew, ch. x. 6. * 
under - 
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E 
underſtood, do not prove what is called the hu- 
man ſoul to be a diſtinct immaterial being from 
the body; as the words immediately following 
contradict that notion, by ſaying, But fear bim 
ho is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell. 
Now as no immaterial being can be affected 
by a material fire, underitood by the word hell, 
it neceſſarily followeth, that what is called the 
human ſoul muſt be material and part of the 
body; and whoever will, with an unprejudiced 
mind, examine the above quotation, will be apt 
to believe, that the perſon who tranſlated that 
paſſage of St. Matthew's goſpel out of the He- 


brew or Syriac language it was wrote 1n, into 


the Greek or our language, did not well under- 


ſtand the meaning of thoſe words he tranſlated, 
and ſo could not render them intelligibly to 


others; for what is the true meaning or ſenſe of 


killing a ſoul? No man could ever preſume that 
he was able to kill an immaterial, immortal 
ſoul ;, for how can an immaterial being be de- 
ſtroyed, unleſs it be by an intire annihilation or 


extinction of all being? and how can it then be 


puniſhed with hell fire ?-—The words therefore 
of killing a ſoul or immaterial being are quite 
unintelligible, and carry a ſtrong © Kon of 
their being ignorantly adapted by the tranſlators 
to their preconceived opinions, and they become 
the more doubtful, as the words of the above 


quotation are not repeated, or made uſe of by 
any other of the evangeliſts ; wherefore I hope it 
will, with leave of the learned ſcribes and word- 


mongers, be admitted as an inconteſtable prin- 
ciple, that every unintelligible word or expreſ- 


ſion, in any divine revelation, muſt proceed 


from 
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from the ignorance of the tranſlators or tran- 
ſcribers, but can never come from an inſpired 
writer. N. B. Wherefore, to cite paſſages of 
ſcripture of dubious and unintelligible expreſſion 


to eſtabliſh an important point of faith, is un- 


becoming men of probity, as it tends to ſeduce 
men into the belief of a falſhood. And it is with 
much concern I obſerve, that not only the paſ- 


ſage of ſcripture now treated of, but likewiſe 


the following, are intended to diſguiſe the truth 
by a ſhew of words ſpoken on quite different 
ſubjects : thus the ſecond of thoſe four remark- 


able and ſtriking paſſages of the New Teſta- 
ment, exhibited by Mr. BRoUGHTON as a proof 


of man being compoſed of two ſubſtances, is 


this; he is not a God of the dead, but of the 


living ; which words were ſpoken by our Sa- 
viour on the following occaſion : * Then came 
to him certain of the Sadducees (which deny that 
there is any reſurrection) and they aſked him, ſay- 
iug, Maſter, Moſes wrote unto us, that if any 
man's brother die, having a wife, aud he die with- 
out children, that his brother ſhould tcke his wife, 
and raiſe up ſeed unto his brother. There were 
therefore ſeven brethren : and the firft took a wife, 
and died without children, and the ſecond took her 
to wife, and he died childleſs. And the third took 
her; and in like manner the ſeventh alſo : and 


they left no children, and died. And laſt of all the 


woman died alſo. Therefore in the reſurrection, 


whoſe wife of them is ſhe? for ſeven had ber 
to wife. And Feſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, 


The children of this world marry, and are given 


* Luke, ch. xx. 27 to 38. 
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in marriage. But they which ſhall be accounted 


worthy to obtain that world, and the reſurrection 


from the dead, neither merry, nor are given in 


marriage; neither can they die any more; for they 
are equal unto the angels, and are the children of 


God, being the children of the reſurrection. Now 
that the dead are raiſed, even Moſes ſhewed at the 


buſh, when he called the Lord the God of Abra- 


ham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob; 
for be is not a God of the dead, but of the living. 
Here I appeal to every candid, unprejudiced 
perſon, whether the above diſcourſe doth not in 


the ſtrongeſt manner prove the mortality of man, 
and that man is to be reſtored to life again by 


a reſurrection, inſtead of his having, according 
to Mr. BROVUORTOx's notion, an inherent im- 


mortality in him. Our Saviour's words deſerve 


the moſt attentive conſideration: they which 
ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the reſurrection from the dead, neither mar- 


| 4 nor are given in marriage; neither can they 
1 


e any more, for they are equal unto: angels; 
and how they become equal unto angels, is by 
their becoming the children of God, or the chil- 
dren of the reſurrection. Here it is declared, 
that thoſe who are worthy of the reſurrection, 
become thereby equal to angels, and can die no 
more; that is, they acquire by the reſurrection 
an immortality.— But if man had been created 


: . 


what he was Poſſeſſed of from his formation. 
Thus it is the reſtoration of life to man by the 
reſurrection, which our Saviour is ſpeaking of, 
and not of man's being an immaterial being. 
A reſtoration of life to a being who hath an 

C inherent . 


with an immortal ſoul, he could not; acquire 


E 


inherent immortality in himſelf, is too groſs a 
contradiction to come from any being, unleſs 
man, who attempting to be wiſe above what 18 
revealed, becomes fooliſn: and as the thoughts 
of all men lay open to him, ſo he knew whe- 
ther the Sadducees diſbelief of the reſurrection 
proceeded from their belief of the ſouls of 
men having no exiſtence after death; and as he 
was treating of a reſurrection, it naturally led to 
the very point in which a learned doctor hath 
vouched lay the error of the Sadducees; and 
therefore our Saviour would have mentioned the 
true cauſe of their diſbelief, and in a very clear 
and diſtinct manner have told them, that man, 
beſides his viſible body, was alſo formed of an 
immaterial ſoul, which had exiſtence on the death 
of the body; and as our Saviour did not, on fo 
neceſſary an occaſion, mention any thing of an 
1mmaterial foul in man, it is the fonizeſl proof, 
that Dr. WarBuRTon's ſuppoſition, relating to 
the foundation of the Sadducees diſbelief of a 
reſurrection, is wrongfully founded, and his ar- 
gument and reaſoning thereupon is ſo far from 
being deciſive, as * Mr. BRoOHTOx pretends, 
that it is frivolous and unworthy further notice: 
for indeed the whole Jewiſh nation, or at leaſt 
thoſe who were acquainted with and read their 
inſpired writers, eſpecially David and Solomon, 
muſt have been convinced that man was a mor- 
tal being; who by death became liable to a total 
extinction of his being, and was to return to the 
earth from whence he was taken, though he 
Mile be een to life again; and of which 
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the Sadducees could not be ignorant, having an 


inſtance recorded how that the prophet Jh 
reſtored to life again the ſon of the widow at 
Sarephath; and an expreſs declaration in the 
prophet Ezekiel; Behold, my people, I will open 
your graves, and cauſe you to come out of your 
graves, and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you out of your graves. Hence it is 
evident, that the Sadducees pretended ignorance 


of the reſurrection was a moſt wilful error; and 


as ſuch is reproved by our Saviour; nor would 
the great Author of truth ſpeak of one thing to 
the Sadducees, namely, the reſurrection, and 
mean a quite different thing, namely, - their im- 
material ſouls ; this is morally impoſſible. But 
as I ſhall have occaſion to mention this ſubject 
in the ſecond propoſition; fo I hope ſome men 
will take ſhame unto themſelves for coneeiving 
ſuch unworthy thoughts of their Creator or any 
inſpired writer. It is therefore very true, that 
as Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob are to be reſto- 
red to life again, who at their reſurrection will 
think themſelves as juſt awakened. from ſleep, 
for there is no time in the grave, as inanimate 
beings have no time. That God is called by 
Moſes not the God of the dead, but of the 
living; for all live in him: and though by death 
all the human race is reduced to an intire ex- 
tinction of being, yet in view of a future reſtora- 


tion to life. Again, death is repreſented in ſcrip- 


ture as a ſleep from which we are to wake again: 


* Ezekiel, ch. xxxvii. 12, 13. YG 
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41 
* For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who died 
for us, that whether we wake or fleep, we ſhould 
tive together in him. T th ti 
himſelf, and no man dieth to himſelf : for whether 


toe live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we 


die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live there- 


fore or die, we are the Lord's. For this end Chriſt 


both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might be 


Lord both of the dead and living. And it ſeems 


almoſt certain, that the Jews in our Saviour's 
time had no knowledge nor were in the leaſt ap- 
prehenſive of their having immortal ſouls, or 
elſe thoſe men who watched every ! 
to enſnare our Saviour in his ſpeech, would, 
when he told them, || Ye are from beneath, I am 
from above : ye are of this world, Tam not of this 
world, have reproved him for ſaying a falſhood, 


ſeeing their immortal ſouls muſt have been from 


above as well as himſelf, which leads to the con- 
fideration of the third of thoſe remarkable and 
ftriking paſſages of the New Teſtament exhi- 
bi:ed by Mr. BrovcnrTon, to prove man to be 


compoſed of an immortal ſoul; namely, They 
- toned Stephen calling upon God, ſaying, Lord Fe- 
us, receive my ſpirit : the word tranſlated in our 


language ſpirit 1s by Dr. Law explained to mean 


life, and which explanation Mr. BxzovcnrTon faith, 
« is making the holy martyr's prayer nonſenſe : 


<« js it not to make him ſay, Lord Jeſus, receive 


my nothing? for what is the life of a dead 


Theſſa. ch. v. 9. 10. 
8, 9. St. Ichn, ch. viii. 23. 


page 76. 


t Epiſt, Rem. ch. xiv. 7, 
7 Broughton, 


man, 


For none of us liveth to 


1 


« man, or life extinguiſned? nothing.“ But the 
nonſenſe lies in Mr. BRouonrox's nonſenſical 
ſuppoſition, ſeeing, Dr. Law is moſt certainly in 
the right, that the Hebrew word, which is ſome- 
times rendered ſoul or ſpirit, doth often, and 
more properly, mean the life of man, and is uſed. 
by the inſpired writers moſtly in that ſenſe ; and 
St. Stephen, when his life was going to be taken 
away on account. of his profeſſing his belief in 
Jeſus Chriſt, might with great good ſenſe and 
truth pray that he who was the life and reſur- 
rection, and in whom all live, would. reſtore to 
him that life thoſe men were depriving him of, 
at the reſurrection; and which ſeems to be the 
true ſenſe or meaning of the expreſſion, Lord 
Feſus, receive my ſpirit; it following, and be 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this fin to their charge. And when he had 
ſaid this, he fell aſleep; in full expectation that 
as none of us liveth to himſelf, ſo no man dieth 
to himſelf, but unto the Lord. And this brings. 
me to the fourth and laſt of thoſe four remark-- 
able and ſtriking paſſages of the New Teſtament 
exhibited by Mr. BRouchrox as a ſtriking proof 
of an immortal ſoul in man, from theſe words 
of St. Paul; Knowing, that wwhilſt we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord, 
willing rather to be abſent from the body and to be 
preſent with the Lord. Whenever particular paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture are detached from the ſubject 
to which they belong, and applied to a purpoſe 
thoſe expreſſions never meant, it will be diffi- 
cult to find the author's true intention in uſing ' 


- Adds, ch. vii. 59. 
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fucks expreſſions : thus, * Mr. Brovcurow 


% produces St. Paul's expreſſion, to be abſent 


« from the body, and to be preſent with the 
Lord, as a proof that man was compoſed of 


„an immortal ſoul, ſaying, how was it poſſible 
& St. Paul ſhould be abſent from the body, and 
« preſent with the Lord, if he had no imma- 
« terial principle or foul to ſurvive the body? 

* The body cannot be abſent from itſelf, and 
« whatever is abſent from the body muſt be 


4 diſtint from the body: but the apoſtle ſup- 


<« poſes he himſelf might be abſent. from his 
on body and capable of a ſeparate exiſtence. 


In ſhort, u _ the hypotheſis of no foul, or 


cr ſoul and life being the ſame ww, J the words 


<« abſent from the body and preſent with the 
Lord are as complete nonſenſe as ever pro- 
« ceeded from ignorance and want of judg- 
«© ment, which ſurely cannot be imputed to a 


c learned Phariſee, brought up at the feet of 


&« the great Gamaliel, and appointed by Chriſt | 


& . himſelf to be the apoſtie of the Gentiles.” — 


This obſervation is introduced with a victorious 


triumph by Mr. BaovcaToN, as moſt certainly 


proving from St. Paul an immaterial principle 
exiſting in himſelf, or elſe St. Paul ſtands con- 
victed by Mr. BaouchTox as a fool, who wants 


ſenſe and judgment to expreſs himſelf. But 


though we are certain that St. Paul (whether a 
learned Phariſee, or brought up at the feet of 


the great Gamaliel, and which ought to have 


taught Mr. BrouGHTON to be more modeſt in 


2 Broughton, page 79. 
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_ 
< FF 


F t 23-3} 

= his expreſſions and diffident of himſelf, yet) as 
an inſpired writer cannot, when his meaning is 
rightly underſtood, ſpeak complete nonſenſe, 
ſtill Mr. BaoucuTon may, from ignorance and 
want of judgment in applying St. Paul's words 
to a ſubject” he did not treat of, give them a 
ſenſe which may indeed appear complete non- 
ſenſe. Now to come at St. Paul's meaning as 
to thoſe expreſſions, abſent from the body, and 
preſent with the Lord, recourſe muſt be had to 
the ſubject he treated of when he uſed thoſe 
words, which was the diſſolution of the body, or 
> death; for having in his fifteenth chapter of his 
= firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians given an account 
of the reſurrection and the change the body was 
to undergo, he in his fifth chapter of his ſecond: 
epiſtle to the Corinthians repeats the argument, 
by ſaying, * Me know, if our earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle, were diſſolved, we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens : for in this we groan, earneſtly de- 
| firing to he cloathed upon with our houſe, which is 
from heaven, For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened, not for that we would 
be uncloathed, but cleathed upon, that mortality. 
might be ſcwallowed up of life. But if St. Paul 
had known the Corinthians, or himſelf, to have 
been compoſed of an immaterial, immortal ſoul, 
which exiſted ſeparate from the body, then he. 
would not have uſed the expreſſion, to be 
cloathed upon, that mortality might be ſwal-. 
lowed by life: what is it that — to be ſwal- 
lowed up by life? not the Corinthians and their 


* Epiſt, yo- Car. ch. v. 1, 2, 3 p 
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immortal ſouls. but they wanted to be abſent from 
the body, or dead, knowing, that whilſt we are at 
home in the body, or alive, we are abſent' from 
the Lord; for we walk by faith, not by ſight; 
therefore we, that is, the Corinthians and Rim 
ſelf, were through faith confident of the reſur- 
rection, and ſo willing to be abſent from the 
body, or dead, and to be preſent with the Lord 
as all thoſe who ſhall be accounted worthy of 
that world to come and the reſurrection, do, on 
their death, reſt, or are preſent with, or in their 
Lord, in whom, though they are dead or aſleep, 
they are accounted as alive, he being, as he ® 
himſelf” expreſſes it, their life or reſurrection; 
and in this ſenſe it may reaſonably be fu 

ſed that St. Paul meant his expreſſions of ba. 
ing abſent from the body, and LE eſent with the 
Eri: however that be, it is certain that 


St. Paul could not mean, by Is words preſent 
with the Lord, an immaterial ſubſtance diſtinck 


from the body, and which, immediately on its 
leaving his body, was to be preſent with the 
Lord, ſeeing he refers bis being preſent with the 
Lord to the day of judgment; I For we muſt all 
appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, 

arcording to that be hath done, whether good or. 
evil; ſo the being preſent with the Lord, muſt 
or is to ſtay until the reſurrection, as there is to 
be no judgment till that day: and it is worthy 
of the Walt ſerious conſideration that St. Paul, 

who of all the inſpired writers is the moſt vo- 
Inminous; never makes the leaſt mention of 


s St. John, ch. xi. 25. 1 2 Epiſt. Cor. ch. V. 10. 
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man being compoſed of an immaterial, immor- 
tal principle, diſtinct from the body, and which 
is to exiſt ſeparate from the body, diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of the ſoul of man, but hath the 
ſtrongeſt argument againſt ſuch a notion; for 
in regard to himſelf and his fellow-labourers in 
the goſpel, he uſes the word which is rendered 
the ſoul of man, as meaning only the life of 
man. So, being affettionately deſirous of you, we 
were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
goſpel of God only, but alſo our own fouls, becauſe 
ye were dear unto us. || For we have the ſentence of 
death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ur- 
ſelves, but in God, which raiſed the dead. Thus 
he had no truſt in an immaterial principle or 
immortal ſoul diſtinct from the body, but his 
ſole dependence was on the reſurrection: Þ For 
if the dead riſe not, then is not Chriſt raiſed: your 
faith is vain, ye are yet in your fins. Then they 
alſo which are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed. 
But if St. Paul knew that man was compoſed of 
an immaterial principle which, after being ſe- 
arated from the body, had an eternal exiſtence, 
W could he with truth ſay, that hoſe which 
dere fallen aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed? Again, 
if after the manner of men, I bave fought with 
beaſts at Epheſus, what advantaged it me, if the 
the dead riſe not ? Surely, whether there was a 
reſurrection or not, St. Paul's immaterial prin- 
ciple or ſoul muſt have received great advantage 
for all his ſufferings here on earth on account of 
the profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion : but he 


® 1 Epiſt. Theſſ. ch. ii, 8, 2 Epiſt. Cor. ch. 
i. 9. - I I Epiſt. Cor. ch. XV. 16, 17, 18. ; | } | 
| D ſaith 
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# faith truly, * Be not deceived: evil communication 
corrupts good manners.—T here are celeſtial bodies 
and bodies terreſtrial ; but the glory of the cele- 
tial is one, and the glory of 1 terrefirial is an- 
7 other. — It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed i in in- 
11 corruption : it is ſown in difhonour, it is raiſed in 
'% glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in 
power : it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a 
f ſpiritual body. There is a natural body, and there 
$ 7s a ſpiritual body. And ſo it is written, The firſt 
f nan Adam was made a living ſoul; but the laſt 
| man Adam was made a quickening ſpirit. That 
<vas not firſt which was ſpiritual, but that which 

| is natural, and afterwards that which 1s ſpiritual. 
| The firſs man is of the earth, earthy : (what can 
be a ſtronger teſtimony than that the whole man 
was formed of the earth ? for had any part of 
him been formed of an immaterial foul, he could 
not be earthy ; and St. Paul's expreſſions muſt 
be inconſiſtent with truth). Þ The ſecond man 
zs the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, ſuch 
alſo are they that are earthy; and as is the hea- 
venly, ſuch are they alſo that are wr "ha and 
as we have bore the image of the earthy, we ſhall 
alſo bear the image of the heavenly. 2 or this cor- 
ruptible muſt put on incorruption, and this mortal 
muſt put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
all have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
Hall bave put on immortality, then ſhall be brought 
to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death is ſawal- 
lowed up in victory, O death, where is thy ſting ? 
O grave, wpere 7 7s thy victory? But thanks to G [#1 
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who gives us the victory through our Lord Feſus 
G < 5 „„ 

In this long epiſtle of St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, containing a moſt minute account of the 
great change human nature is to undergo at 
the reſurrection, he was naturally led to men- 
tion man's immortal ſoul, eſpecially as he ſo 
often declares that man was formed of the earth, 
and was earthy, he was under a ſtronger obli- 
gation to have properly diſtinguiſned the for- 
mation of man, as being compoſed of an im- 
material; immortal ſoul, which was to be re- 
united at the reſurrection to a ſpiritual, immortal 

body; nor can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed that 
St. Paul, who was ordained a preacher and an 
apoſtle, who ſpoke the truth in Chriſt, and lied 
not, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and ve- 
rity, would wilfully neglect and fecrete ſo im- 
portant a doctrine from the Corinthians as the 
re- union of their immortal ſouls, which was as 
neceſſary for them to know as the reſurrection of 
their bodies: wherefore his having omitted men- 
tioning any thing of an immortal ſoul in man is 
the ſtrongeſt proof poſſible, that there is no im- 
material principle or immortal part exiſting in 
man; which leads to . 


PROPOSITION II. 


That what is called the human ſoul, is not (as 
by ſome pretended) a diſtinct, immaterial, 
being from the body, but conſtitutes a part 
90 Epiſt. Tim. ch. i. xt 
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of the body, and, according to ſcripture and 
reaſon, is generated with the body, and dies 
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Philoſophers affirm that matter is not capable 
of thinking, and that confequently what confti- 
tutes thought in man is an unmaterial being 3 
but a negative affirmation is no proof; for 

gh ſome ſort of matter is formed incapable 
of motion and thought, will preſumptuous man, 
| becauſe he hath difcovered ſome qualities in ſome 
fort of matter around him, preſcribe and ſet bounds 
to the Almighty creative power! who out of 
nothing produced matter, and ſay that he cannot 
from the earth form a creature ſo conſtituted, as 
to perform all the functions of its nature; having 
for that end ſet (as St. Paul ſaith) the members 
every one of them in the body, as it pleaſed him. 
And as our firſt parents were created perfect in 
their kind, fo they undoubtedly at their creation 
had the organs of rationality placed in them in 
their higheſt vigour and ſtrength, and which they 
propagated by generation to their offspring; and 
thus the human race are all begotten rational 
| | _ beings, or beings who by their nature are ca- 
4 | pable of rationality. | 
| But as our firſt parents diſobeyed the law of 
. their Creator, and thereby incurred death, ſo 
q the members or organs of —_— placed 
1 'within them became, with its owner, liable, as 
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1 part of the body, to decay, corrupt, and die : 
7 i and whoever traces the human underſtanding, 
will be convinced of this great truth, that the 
0 21 Ppifk. Cor. . xii. 18. 

2 power 


1% 3. 


power of thinking or faculties of the human un- 
derſtanding are really a part of the body, inhe- 
rent in and intirely dependent on the ſame, and 
with which it equally grows and increaſes in a 
natural, ſound ſtate ; for there is not the leaſt 
appearance of an underſtanding viſible or dif- 
cernible in a ſucking child; but as the body in- 
creaſes in. growth and , fa the members 
or organs within them, and which are to form 
the underſtanding, increaſe and grow alſo: the 
firſt operative organ diſcernible, or which ſhew- 
eth itſelf in a growing child, is perception; 
and whoever will with attention examine the 
progreſs of his mind, will find what * St. Paul 
faith to be very true, that wwe have many members 
in one body, but all the members have not the ſame 
office: thus we find three diſtinct members or 
organs operating in the human mind or under- 
ftanding, ſo far from being fimilar, that they 
are quite different, and one cannot be what the 
other is; the firſt is perception, which receives 
the impreſſions which external objects make upon 
it, and can receive no other real ideas; it being 
a certain truth, that nothing is in the under- 
ſtanding, but was firſt reprefented to it by the 
ſenſes; ſo that it is not the office of the under- 
ſtanding to perceive, but only to judge, com- 
pare, connect, and diſpoſe into good order and 
method, by abſtracting and ranging them into 
feveral diſtinct claſſes and forms. Thus we ſee 
plainly, that imagination and judgment are ſo 
different, that the one cannot be what the other 
is; then the memory retains all the ideas com- 
e Rom. ch. xi. 4 5 
5 | ' mitted 


7 
.UE 

| 

. 


* at, 


N 


r 
— 


* r 
r gym, 5.5 
„ - k * 


* 


= Py 3 —_ 


: WY 432-4. 94, — P oe es ek" ' 
* 3 a + '& 4 * rr ; L. 1 
22 a ee hs Eh © er ena ene. 


2 
pe or 


— CR» 


We 


= os 


+ 7 a 


3 


erer 
2 


— 


- * 


= - *x 5 * oy 
c — I” Sv + 2 


1 2 4: F 
* „ r 1 
rc 


ta] 


roms to it by the imagination and underftarid- 
; ſo that this member or organ is quite dif- 
3 from the other two, and ſo neceſſary, that 
without it we could have no knowledge. Laſt 
of all comes the will and choice of a rational 
being, who may reſiſt all the operations of the 
human underſtanding, and take part with the 
fooliſh paſſions. Hence it is evident, that the 
members and organs ſet within us by our great 
Creator, and which conſtitute and form the hu- 
man underſtanding, have quite different offices; 
ſo that all its parts do not act after the ſame 
manner, or do not think; and as each member 
hath its diſtinct office, ſo one member or organ 
loſes its power or is decayed, whilſt the others 
are ſubſiſting: thus every man or moſt men find 
a gradual decay in that member or organ which 
conſtitutes the memory, whilſt the other mem- 
bers or organs remain in vigour and ſtrength, 
till by ſickneſs, old age, or extraordinary exer- 
tions of thoſe powers, they are ſo intirely worn 
out and decayed, that we have many inſtances 
of ſome of the moſt eminent men of underſtand- 
ing becoming again like ſucking infants, void 
of or without underſtanding, in which ſenſeleſs 
ſtate they have lived many years. And it is 
further of moment to obſerve, -that the greatly 
improvable talent cf reaſon is a faculty which 
greatly depends for its improvement on human 
help and aſſiſtance, requiring to be nouriſhed as 
much as the body, to bring it to any perfection, 
as we have inſtances in many of the human race, 
who for want of proper aid and aſſiſtance ſeem | 
void of reaſoning. Is it a property incident to 
an immaterial being, which can exiſt 1 vet 
rom 
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from the body, to have no knowledge but what 
it acquires in a material body, and depends on 
the aid and aſſiſtance of others, and with much 
pains and trouble, to have its reaſonable facul- 
ties improved ? Beſides, the members or organs 
of the human underſtanding are liable to be diſ- 
ordered by every accident that befals the body; 
intoxication with liquor, a rap on the head, a 
fever, a ſtroke. of the pally, a bite of a mad 
dog, will at once deſtroy the operative powers 
of the human underſtanding, and the man ſhall 
live the reſt of his days, either a madman, or 
remain a ſenſeleſs, ſtupid animal till his death. 
Oh! how could the pride of man, having ſuch 
melancholy convictions daily before his eyes, 
ever conceive ſo arrogant a thought, as that 
which conſtitutes the human underſtanding, com- 
- monly called the foul of man (and which being 
is often intirely involyed and abſorbed in the mi- 
ſeries of human life) is an immaterial and im- 
mortal being! having exiſtence when it leaves 
the body, though it loſes its exiſtence or opera- 
tive capacity whilft in the body : wherefore it 1s 
leaſant enough to obſerve, that when ſome gen- 
tlemen find themſelves highly embarraſſed with 
the ſtrength and clearneſs of an objection, but 
which they nevertheleſs are determined to con- 
tradict by an anſwer, right or wrong, with or 
againſt reaſon, they often, by their anſwer, 
ſtrengthen the objection intended to be demo- 
liſhed ; ſuch is truly Mr. BROVGRHTOx's caſe, 
who, in anſwer to an * objection ſimilar to the 
above, uſes an argument to prove the ummate- 
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riality or immortality of the human ſoul, which 
is the ſtrongeſt proof of its materiality and mor- 
tality; viz. * That on any malady or diſtemper 
of the body, the operative power of the ſoul is 
ſuſpended, and when the diſorder is removed, 
It recovers its active power. What; an imma- 
terial being have its active power ſuſpended by 


matter? no one, ſurely, will affirm ſuch a mon- 


ſtrous abſurdity, but will, according to truth, 
admit, that if an active principle has its power 
of acting, though for ever ſo ſmall a time, ſuſ- 


pended, it is a certain indication of its morta- 
lity: and it may with the ſtrongeſt reaſon be 


concluded, that the ſuſpenſion of the active 
powers of the human underſtanding by the diſ- 
order of the body, prove theſe powers to be in- 
herent in and part of the body; and when the 
malady or illneſs which affected the members or 
organs of the underſtanding is removed, it ſome- 
times reſtores all the operative powers of the 
underſtanding, and at other times only a part 
of them, and ſometimes a total extinction ha 

pens of all the powers of the underſtanding, and 
the man continueth to be an idiot or madman till 
his death. But as ſome men pretend, and per- 
tinaciouſly perſiſt to defend, that by the ſtrength 
of human wiſdom and philoſophy they have diſ- 


covered that part of man was compoſed of an 


inherent immortality, and that this immortality 
of the human ſoul abſolutely depends on its im- 
materiality.—80 if Ta philoſophy it is dedu- 
cible, that immateriality 1s a property which 
cannot properly be applied to any created being, 
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but is the ſole and peculiar attribute of the one 
ſupreme ſelf-exiſtent Being; then the notion of 
the human ſoul's immateriality, except in the 
viſion of ſome enthuſiaſt, muſt, on the princi- 
ples of pretended philoſophy, vaniſh; and as 
the philoſophic part of 'this point hath been 
fully demonſtrated by a late writer in his Philo- 
ſophic Inquiry concerning the conſtitution of 
man, and as my ſentiments are the ſame with 
his, and he having publiſhed his ſome years 
ago, ſo have and ſhall, as occaſion offers, quote 
him: „ Who divides all the beings in the 
<< univerſe into two grand claſſes, material and 
„ immaterial ſubſtances, which comprehend 
them all in an evident and clear manner, 
* which is done by abſtracting all the eſſential 
and moſt obvious attributes, properties, or 
< faculties, or even the leaſt reſemblance of 
them, from an immaterial ſubſtance, by 
„ which we ſhall acquire a diſtinct, evident, 
<« and certain knowledge of the effence and 
manner of exiſtence of an immaterial ſub- 
<« ſtance; thus, for inſtance, in all material ſub- 
<« ſtances the firſt eſſential and moſt obvious at- 
<« tribute is extenſion, which is defined by phi- 
„ loſophers to be a ſubſtance that hath many 
parts; in their common phraſe, quod habet 
partes extra partes; from which it neceſſarily 
“ followeth, that an immaterial ſubſtance can 
ec have no parts, and that a ſubſtance which 
« hath no parts muſt conſequently have no li- 
% mits or bounds; for no ſpace can do it, be- 
s cauſe ſpace is defined to be extended, and 
* PhiloCſ. Inquiry, page 37 5 
i e there- 
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therefore muſt be endued with the three inſe- 
patable properties, or, which 1s the ſame, with 
the three eſſential properties of extenſion, lon- 


+ gitude, latitude and profundity; or, in plain 
| Engliſh, length, breadth, and depth. Now it 
is impoſſible that ſpace can bound or limit a 


ſubſtance that hath no extenſion, and therefore 
can have no parts, becauſe ſpace can take no 
hold of, nor comprehend ſuch a ſubſtance ; ſo 
that an immaterial ſubſtance muſt be infinite. 
Again, a ſubſtance that hath no parts can 
have no organs, for organs are parts; and 
therefore an immaterial ſubſtance can have ro 
organs, and conſequently an immaterial ſub- 
ſtance or being can only act by the power of 
his will; unleſs we ridiculouſly ſuppoſe that. 


an infinite being can do nothing; fo that this 


ſubſtance muſt be Almighty; for who can 
reſiſt the power of an infinite will? none but 
an infinite will; and it would be the height 


of abſurdity to aſſert, that there can be two 


infinite beings, for they would make each 
other finite beings.— This ſubſtance is indi- 
viſible, becauſe it hath no parts, and there. 
fore there can be but one immaterial ſubſtance 
in the univerſe: this is therefore ſo evident, 
that all parties are agreed in it, that a being 
which acts by his infinite will only, muſt be 
Almighty, which is illuſtrated by a plain in- 
ſtance in man, though perhaps the loweſt ſpe- 
cies of rational beings, who, if he could act 
by the power of his will without the toil and 
labour of uſing organs, what mighty feats 
would be done by him, even with his frail 
mortal will, —An almighty ſubſtance muſt be 
| Dy. © ljkewiſe 
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likewiſe omniſcient ; for theſe two glorious at- 
tributes are ſo linked together, that the one 
cannot be without the other; as indeed all 
the attributes of God are, but theſe two in a 


ſpecial manner; for what could an almighty 
ower do, unleſs it was directed by infinite 


prudence, wiſdom, and knowledge ? and om- 


niſcience would be an idle, uſeleſs attribute 


* withqut omnipotence. An immaterial being 


muſt be ſelt-exiſtent, without beginning or 
ending: who could give exiſtence to an infi- 


[nite or immaterial ſubſtance ? or, could ſuch 


an infinite ſubſtance be created ? where could 


it begin, or where could it end, in a being 
cc 


that hath no parts? So that an immaterial be- 


ing mult be ſelf-exiſtent, or it was neceſſary 
* that he ſhould exiſt ; whereas all other beings 


exiſt only precariouſly and arbitrarily, pro- 
ceeding merely from the bounty and tree gift 
of the ſupreme Being. An immaterial ſub- 
ſtance mult likewiſe be impatible, for no im- 


preſſion can be made on a ſubſtance that hath 


no parts, which is evident from the nature of 
impreſſion; for an impreſſion can only be 
made on a ſubſtance that hath many parts in 
all the dimenſions; theſe ſubſtances only can 
be preſſed into narrower bounds or ſpace than 
nab. filled before that impreſſion: fo that 
there being but one immaterial ſubſtance in 


© the univerſe, the whole creation muſt be pa- 


tible or liable to impreſſion from the higheſd 
and moſt exalted Being in heaven to the low- 
eſt on earth; and certainly i it was neceſſary it 
ſhould be ſo; for if any created being was 
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made impatible, he would be independent of 
his Almighty Creator; but it is far from be- 
ing ſo; for no impatible ſubſtance or being 
without parts can be created; for what im- 
refion could be made on ſuch a ſubſtance ? 
And the mighty impreſſion made on the whole 
creation in producing ſomething out of no- 
thing, can only be known to the Almighty 
Creator: 
“The belief (though ill-grounded) of all in- 
telligent creatures being immaterial hath with 
great reaſon made many deny the reality of 
hell torments, as it is impoſſible that matter 
can act on an immaterial ſubſtance ; and that 
God 1s the only immaterial being in the uni- 
verſe, hath been demonſtrated.” 
* « We ſhall give one inſtance more of the 
mortality of the human ſoul—Let any man 
apply himſelf to cloſe and intenſe thinking, 
when he is in the humour, for it is not al- 
ways ſo; every man that is capable of per- 
forming this action, muſt be ſenſible of what 
ſhort duration this noble ardor (even in his 
adoration of his Creator) is, it ſoon ſinks 1 into 
vain, idle, and trivial thoughts, which is as 
clear an evidence of the imperfection of the 
ſou}, and conſequently of its mortality, as 
can be required, for an immortal being muſt 
be perfect in its kind in all its actions, and 
more ſo in its principal operation, thinking.” 
Thus the opinion and reaſoning of one philo- 


ſopher ſtands oppoſed to another; but as it was 
impoſſible for any created being, without a di- 


* Philoſ. Inquiry. 5 
| VIinCc 
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- vine revelation, to have any certainty concern- 
ing the real conſtitution of man, ſo the reaſon- 
ing of the wiſeſt philoſophers can be eſteemed 
no better than 3 85 ſurmiſes, which may be 
true, and may equal'y be falſe : wherefore one 
ſingle paſſage of Ad! which exprelly treats 
of the conſtitution of man, is of more avail, and 
may inform us with indiſputable certainty, in a 
matter which otherwiſe cannot be truly known 
from all the fancies of all the Pee that 
ever exiſted. Now Solomon being allowed to 
be an inſpired writer, and ex expreſly ſpeaking” of 
the - conſtitution of man, ſaith, * 7 ſaid in my 
heart concerning the eſtate of "the ſons of men, 
that God might manifeſt them, and that they might 
fee that they themſelves are beaſts: for that which 
befalleth the ſons of men, befalleth beaſts, even one 
thing befalleth them; as the one dietb, ſo dieth 
the other; yea, they have all one breath; ſo that 
man hath no pre-eminence above a beaſt. All go © 


unto oue place, all are of the duſt, and all turn 


to duſt again. Who knoweth the ſpirit (or breath) 
of man that goeth upwards (being created an 
upright being) and the ſpirit (or breath) of the 
beafts that goeth downwards (being created 
bending to the earth) which occaſions the Pro: 
per definition of the breath of man going u 

. wards, ſuitable to his erect formation, and the 
breath of the beaſt going downward to the earth, 
fuitable to its form, as bending to the earth. 
Again, I Whatſoever thy hand findeth to da, do it 
ad thy might; for there is no work, nor device 
(or N nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 


. Eecleſiaſtes, ch. iii. 18 to 1. þ4. Ch. ix. 10. 25 
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rave, whither thou goęſt. — For the living know 
that they ſhall die; but the dead know not any 
thing. It is impoſſible that words can be more 
plain, clear, full, and diſtinct, relative to man's 
conſtitution, than theſe of Solomon; from which 
it is evident he had no knowledge of man being 
compoſed of an immaterial ſoul ; he declares 
that man hath no pre-eminence above the beaſt, 
that he was formed of the duſt, and was to re- 
turn to the duſt; that there is an intire extinc- 
tion of all knowledge or wiſdom, where a man 
goeth ; he is intirely ignorant as to any part of 
man having an exiſtence ſeparate from the body, 
or that it went to any place but the grave. And 
as Solomon, in conſequence of his petition to 
his great Creator, had the promiſe, that in diſ- 
cernment, knowledge, and wiſdom he ſhould 
excel all the ſons of earth that lived before, or 
might exiſt after him, ſo we may with greater 
confidence reſt our belief on his account of the 
human conſtitution preferable to all the an- 
cient and modern philoſophers; for as his wiſ- 
dom was a particular gift of his Creator, it can 
never be ſuppoſed he could err in fo important. 
a point as his own conſtitution. Nor is Solomon 
the only one of the inſpired writers who hath 
treated of ſo momentous a point, and ſo neceſ- 
fary for the knowledge of man, as his conſtitu- 
tution, or what he is; for the royal prophet 
David ſpeaks alſo expreſly on that head, even 
in an act of adoration to his Creator, when he 
faith, * Praiſe ye the Lord. Praiſe the Lord, O 
my ſoul. And, as if he had by his prophetic 


— Pſalm cxlvi. 2 . 
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fpitit foreſeen the advantages ſome men in after- 
times would take of the word ſoul, he explains 
himſelf what he means by the word ſoul ; pile 
I live will I praiſe the Lord: I will fiag praiſes 
unto my God while 1 have any being. Put not your 
truſt in princes, or in the ſon of man. — His breath 
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth, in that very 
day his thoughts periſh: ſo then the royal pro- 
phet David expreſly declares, that man returns 
to the earth, and that in that day all his thoughts, 
the very eſſence of the human ſoul, periſh, or 
that at the death of man there is a total extinc- 
tion of all being, which indiſputably ſhews Da- 
vid thought, that what conſtituted thought in 
man, commonly called the ſoul, is part of the 
body, and dies with the body. Here we have 
two inſpired writers expreſſing themſelves in the 
moſt plain terms concerning the conſtitution of 

man ; yet a famous annotator, who is now pub- 

liſhing a very extenſive commentary of the Holy 
Bible, illuſtrated with practical improvements, 
in his Number 35 of the twelfth chapter of the 
ſecond of Samuel, verſe twenty-third, hath the 
confidence to ſay, that there could not be the 
leaſt doubt that David believed the immortality 
of the human foul, his writings abundantly 
proving it: if this be true, he ought in the 
ſame place, out of his abundant proots, to have 
produced ſuch part of David's writings, or have 
omitted his remark ; for if any of David's wri- 
tings prove. as clearly and diſtinctly, that what 
is called the human ſoul, is a diſtinct being from 
the body, and hath an eternal exiſtence after 
death; as the paſſage above quoted proves the 
human ſoul to be mortal, and to die or 2 

Wit 
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with the body; then it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that one of the paſſages cited out of David's 
writings mult be falſe, as the ſpirit of truth can- 
not contradict itſelf: what dependence therefore 
can the unlearned have on the veracity of thoſe 
learned doctors who boldly affirm without pro- 
per proofs, and take on themſelves the explana- 
tion of dubious texts of ſcripture, when, inſtead 
of mquiring into the real and true meaning of 
many unintelligible expreſſions (the office they 
have undertaken) they accommodate, and often 
force, by a partial conſtruction of ſcripture, to 
favour their preconceived notions, and to agree 
with that ſyſtem of doctrine they have ſubſcribed, 
and dare not, conſiſtent with their ſubſcription- 
character, deviate from any old received opimon, 
dogmatically maintained, much leſs inquire with 
any freedom, whether fuch opinions be grounded 
on truth; ſo that the people pay immenie furs to 
be led into error, rather than guided by explainers 
of ſcriptures into truth, and have large folio vo- 
lumes, moſtly filled with the ſcrapings and col- 
lections of former explainers, impcſed on them, 
mftead of a plain and intelligible tranſlation of 
the true word of God, unmixed and uncorrupted 
by human invention. Such an undertaking is 
really much wanted, and might be of infinite 
ſervice to detect thoſe great errors and corrupt 
doctrines ſubſiſting in the Chriſtian church; but 
nothing of that kind can be expected from thoſe 
who have bound themſelves to believe certain 
opinions and doctrines ; for if they ſometimes 
rouch on or take notice of any important point, 
they keep nibbling about the edges, but ſeem 
frightened to probe the Goctri ine by the aig 
touch- 
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touchſtone, reaſon : yet every doctrine founded 
on truth receives additional light and ſtrength by 
every inquiry; whereas an opinion or doctrine 
which fears, or cannot bear a free inquiry, but 
1s clouded and diſguiſed by unintelligible expreſ- 
fions, is moſt certainly falſe, though it hath re- 
ceived the ſanction of many ages, as well as the 
approbation of the learned. And if it ſome- 
times happens that a doctor hits on a thought, 
which, if properly purſued, might lead to the 
diſcovery of truth, or ventures to explain any 
word, — or paſſage of ſcripture, in a 
plain and intelligible manner, but oppoſite to 
old opinions, he is immediately marked qut by 
the reſt of his brethren as a dangerous inno- 
vator, loſes all hopes of riſing in the church, 
and draws on himſelf the malicious and arrogant 
pens of the ſubſcription doctors, eſpecially of 
that moſt renowned champion of theological or- 
thodoxy, who, out of his immenſe knowledge, 
to the great admiration of an aſtoniſhed people, 
_ hath fimſhed five volumes in proving the divine 
miſſion of one perſon: oh! what a library of 
learned erudition and uſeful knowledge might 
not the world expect, ſhould the ſame excellent 
author undertake to prove, in his conciſe way, 
the divine miſſion of all the inſpired writers, he 
might then with ſome plauſibility purſue his dic- 
ratorial, abuſive ſtile ; for who doth not trem- 
ble at his inciſion-knife, which lays every weak 
and fallacious argument open to the bone; and his 


ſevere, cruel, cauſtic reaſoning, which chaſtiſes, 


and, as it were, utterly annihilates every puny, 
contemptible writer who preſumes to differ in 
opinion from ſuch an oracle; and a poor, ob- 

ſcure 
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{cure brother, may, on account of his novel opi- 
nions, be treated as one who undermines the 
foundation of all religion, or as a falſe brother, 
who, by his intelligible manner of explaining 
ſcripture, endangers the myſtery and craft of the 
profeſſion, conſiſting in a number of hard and 
unintelligible words, wherewith the learned doc- 
tors of the Chriſtian church have been fight- 
ing theſe thouſand years, and may continue to 
fight on until the world's end without ever com- 
ing nearer the truth, as they have, and ſtill are, 
determined to ſeck truth with their eyes ſhut : 
and thus their great learning becomes a main 
reaſon, why ſome of the chief corrupt doctrines 
of the Romiſh church remain with them in un- 


_ diſturbed, quiet ſecurity ; particularly that great 


root from which moſt of the corrupt branches 
have ſprung, namely, the immortality of the 

human ſoul. | 
And as ſome modern philoſophers as well as 
Chriſtian prieſts labour under the old inveterate 
diſeaſe, founded on the illuſory viſions of fancy, 
that they have an inherent ſomething in them- 
ſelves which is not to return to duſt, but hath 
an eternal exiſtence when 1t leaves the body ; 
and as theſe men cannot endure the thought, 
that, in conſequence of the ſentence paſſed on 
the firſt man, they are by death to be nothing: 
but an inherent immortahty only will ſatisfy their 
pride; it renders it neceſſary, as a co-operating 
teſtimony of David and Solomon's judgment, to 
examine with the utmoſt accuracy the account 
of the origin of our firſt parents, as revealed by 
our great Creator himſelf to his ſervant Moſes, 
who faith, thar the Lora God formed man of 
the 


43 1 
the duſt of the ground, and breathed into his 
noſtrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living foul (or living, rational creature): “ And 
the Lord God ſaid, It is not good that man fhouid 
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.— 
And the Lord God cauſed a deep fleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he ſlept: and he took one of his ribs, 
and cloſed up the fleſh inſtead thereof. And the 
rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
And Adam ſaid, This is now bone of my bones, 
and fieſh of my fleſh: ſhe ſhall be called Woman, 
becauſe ſhe was taken out of man. | And God ſaw 
every thing that he had made, and behold, it was 
very good. And God bleſſed them, and God ſaid 
unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh 
the earth, and ſubdue it : and have dominion over 
the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that movetb upon the 
earth. The bleſſing here given by the great 
Creator to our firſt parents juſt as they came 
from his forming hand, and in their ſtate of in- 
nocence, to be fruitful, to increaſe, to repleniſh 
the earth, did inveſt them with an actual virtual 
power to beget and produce their own ſpecies, 
ſuch as they were themſelves, at the time the 
bleſſing was pronounced on them; not a part 
only, or a mere carcaſe, but whatever conſti- 
tuted a perfect man or woman. Their Creator 
did not acquaint them, that they were only to 
beget part of their ſpecies, and that he would, 
when they had begot their part, create other 
immaterial, immortal beings to inhabit their 


#® Geneſis, ch. ii. 18. 21—23. Chap. i. 31. 28. 
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part, and which would conſtitute a compleze 
man or woman; no, the bleſſing is full, clear, 
and perfect, chat they, the firſt of the human 
race, ſhould, without any promiſe of a ſuperior 
aid, increaſe, multiply, and repleniſh the earth. 
And as they were created rational, accountable 
beings, ſo they muſt alſo generate the ſame ſpe- 
cies with themſelves ; which ſhews the diſtinction 
invented by the pride of man of an immaterial 


ſoul to be a groundleſs fancy, and that what 


conſtitutes the human underſtanding, called the 
ſoul, is a real part of the body, and generated 
of corruptible ſeed. * And tbe Lord God took the 
man, and put him into the garden of Eden, to dreſs 
it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
the man, ſaying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayeſt freely eat : but of the tree of the knowleage 
of good and evil, thou Halt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou cateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
die. Here we have a further inſtance or aſſurance 
that man had no inherent immortality in him, 
but that his vitality depended on his obedience. 
| New the ſerpent was more ſubtil than any beaſt 
of the field which the Lord God had made: and he 
faid unto 1he woman, Ita, hath God ſaid, Ye ſball 
not eat of every tree of the garden? And the wo- 
man ſaid unto the ſerpent, We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midſt of the garden, God hath 
ſaid, Ye ſpall not eat of it, — 5 ſnall ye touch 
it, left ye die. And the 2 "peat ſaid unto the wo- 
man, Ye ſhall not ſurely die. For God doth know 
that in the day ye cal thereof, then your eyes Hall 


* Gen, ch. ii. 15— 17. Chap. iii. 17. g—19. 
| be 
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be 8 and ye ſpall be as Gods, knowing good 
and evil. And ke the woman {aw that the tree 
vas good for food, and that it was pleaſant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be deſired to make one wiſe z ſhe 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, aud gave alſo 
unto her huſband with her, and he did eat. And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked. And the Lord God called 
unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, Where art thou? 
And he ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden: and 
I was afraid, becauſe I was naked; and 1 hid 
myſelf. And he ſaid, Who told thee that thou 
waſt naked ? haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof 
I commanded thee, that thou ſpouldſt not eat? Aud 
the man ſaid, The woman whom thou gaveſt to be 
with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did eat, 
And the Lord God ſaid unto the woman, What is 
this that thou haſt done? And the woman ſaid, 
The ſerpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the 
Lord God ſaid unto the ſerpent, Becauſe thou baſt 
done this, thou art curſed above all cattle, and 
above every beaſt of ihe field: upon thy belly ſhalt 
thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days of thy 
life. And I will put enmity between thee and * 
woman, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed : 
fall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe bis beet, 
Unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly multiply 
thy ſorrow and thy conception; in ſorrow thou 
ſhalt bring forth children: and thy deſire ſhall be 
to thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee. And 
unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten of the 
tree of which 1 commanded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
not eat of i: curſed is the ground for thy ſake; 
in n foalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life. 
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life. Thorns alſo and thiftles ſball it bring forth 
to thee: and thou fhalt eat the herb of the field. 


In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till 


thou return unto the ground; for out of it waſt 
thou taken : for duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt 
thou return. 

Here is the whole hiſtory of man's formation, 
fin, and puniſhment ſet before the reader, that 


he may have it in one view, as revealed by our 


reat Creator to his ſervant Moſes: and the firſt 
obſervation ariſing is, that in our Creator's ad- 
dreſs to Adam, the pronoun rHov is conſtantly 
repeated; which pronoun, according to all 
the known rules of logic, always implies the 
whole of that being to whom it is apphed, and 
conſequently the puniſhment pronounced on 
Adam in theſe words, In the ſweat of thy face 
ſhalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the 
ground, comprehends the whole man as he at that 


Hine was conſtituted; and the whole man muſt 


have been taken out of the earth, according to 
our Creator's words, For out of the earth waſt 
thou taken : and the whole man muſt, in pur- 
fuance of his ſentence, return to duſt: as our 
Creator. exprefles it, For duſt thou art, and 


unto duſt fhalt thu return, which implies the 


loſs of all exiſtence, as without a total extinc- 
tion of life in the whole man 1t cannot properly 
be called death. And as it is a known maxim, 
founded on the principles of juſtice, that all 
declarations of puniſhments ought to be under- 
ſtood according to the natural” and true intent 


of the terms in which they are pronounced or 


made; and as nothing but temporal puniſh- 
ment is pronounced on our firſt parents, it is 
amazing 
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amazing how men dare preſume to impoſe their 
own raſh ſuggeſtions and devices as the word of 
God, by ſaying, in contradiction of the expreſs 
words of the ſentence, that our firſt parents were 
to ſuffer eternal puniſhment: yet theſe men 
ſometimes aſſume a more equitable and merciful 
diſpoſition, and ſeem under much concern as 
to the unequal dealings of God with his crea- 
tures here on earth, and write thouſands of vo- 
lumes on a“ ſubject they no way underſtand ; | 
ſtick at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel; but in 
truth the ſuppoſition of eternal puniſhment is a 
ſpawn of that abſurd doctrine of man's immor- 
tality. Though, when men ſpeak of the acts of 
their Creator, they ought to be aſhamed to at- 
tribute equivocal and cvaſive expreſſions or men- 
tal reſervations, ſuch as Mr. BzovcnTon ſup- 
| poſes: © Might there not, in the ſentence pro- 
% nounced on our firſt parents, be a reſerve or 
< ſaving in the divine intention to the life of 
« the ſoul? ſurely there might: the argument, 
c therefore, from the terms of the ſentence, 
« appears altogether inconcluſive.” It may do 
ſo to ſuch a jeſuitical writer as himſelf, who, for 
the eſtabliſhment of a falſe opinion, is willing 
to facrifice the veracity of God : but moſt cer- 
tainly the great Author of truth could never act 
ſo evaſive and unjuſt a part as is ſurmiſed b 
Mr. BrRoucaToN; and he ought alſo to have 
explained what he meant by thoſe extraordinary 
expreſſions he uſes of a living foul added to a 
living body, it being a piece of Philoſophy which 
differs from all other philoſophers, who made 


* Broughton, page 54. 
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the body a mere material caſe for the immortal 
ſoul to lodge in: it was the ſoul which, accord- 
ing to them, was the living, active principle. 

But now Mr. BrxovcnTon hath made a moſt 
wonderful diſcovery, which hath eſcaped the 
fagacity of all the vom as well as the 
inſpired writers; a man formed of a diſtinct 
living body and a diſtinct living foul added to 
it. Such a diſcovery as two living beings clapped 
together, ſurely merited ſome better proof eh 
his 1PSE DIXIT ; nay it is contrary to one of the 
creeds compoſed by mother church, and to 


which Mr. BROUGRHTON hath ſubſcribed his aſ- 


fent and belief, that the reaſonable ſoul and 
fleſh conſtitute one man. He ought at leaſt to 
have explained the different functions and act- 
ings of the two living beings; whether each 
living being is anſwerable for its own act or 
deed; and in caſe one of theſe living beings 
would act one way and the other another way, 
which of the living beings is under the con- 
troul of the other; as for inſtance, whether the 
living bodies of our firſt parents were capable 
of performing all the functions of human na- 
ture; and if they were, what reaſon for a living 
foul being clapped to a living body which wanted 
none of its aſſiſtance; or, in caſe the living bo- 
dies of our firſt parents could not perform all 
the functions incident to human nature, then we 
ought to know what acts the living. bodies of 
our firſt parents could not perform without the 
aid of a living ſoul being added to them. Let it 
be ſuppoſed for argument ſake, that our firſt 
parents living bodies were not capable of ratio- 
nality till their living fouls were added to their 
| living 
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living bodies : then our firſt parents were im- 

rtect creatures till their living ſouls were 
added, which conſtituted them rational and ac- 
countable creatures, or complete man and wo- 
man. This being Allowed, it neceſſarily follow- 
eth, that our firſt parents living ſouls having the 
eſſence of thought, rationality, and will, inherent 
in them, it muſt be their living ſouls which 
became the tranſgreſſors, and diſobeyed their 
Creator's command in eating of the tree he 
commanded they ſhould not eat of; and there- 
fore, in juſtice ſentence muſt be pronounced on 
their living ſouls, and which, according to the 
ſentence, was, that they ſhould die, and return 
to the earth, from whence, as by this ſentence 
of condemnation 1s declared, Adam was taken. 
Could our great Creator reſerve a ſaving for the 
life of Adam's living foul, which was the tranſ- 
greſſor, and inflict the puniſhment on Adam's 
living body, which wanted rationality, the ef- 
ſence of all moral actions, and ſo not able to do 
good or evil, and therefore incapable of puniſh- 
ment ? 

Such an infamous ſuggeſtion is unworthy of 
2 good man, and much more ſo of the righte- 
ous judge of all the earth. No jeſuitical ca- 
ſuiſt, verſed in all the evaſive ways of argu- 
ment, ever preſumed ſo much: for though the 
old hackneyed obſervation 1s repeated by Mr. 
BrovcrTon, * That ſcripture was not in- 
c tended to teach men philoſophy, or that 1g- 
% norance of a thing in the wiſeſt and molt 
„knowing men was never yet admitted as a 
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<« proof of its non-exiftence,” may be true, in 
what relates to things of this life, and that man 
may be left to diſcover the Copernican ſyſtem, 
or virtues or power of the magnetic needle; yer 
all this reaſoning is moſt notoriouſly falſe, when 
applied to an actual divine revelation, ſuch as 
that which was deſigned to acquaint man of his 
formation, his diſobedience, and his puniſhment. 
Here, the being to whom this relation 1s made, 


39 


hath the higheſt reaſon to expect a moſt clear, 


diſtinct, and full relation: he cannot ſuſpect that 
his Creator would deceive him, by a partial, 
equivocal, and evaſive account tell him, that he 
was taken out of the earth, meaning only a part 
of him (or as Mr. BreoucnTo faith, a living 
body) and never mention his having an imma- 
terial, immortal ſoul added to that | part taken 
out of the earth, ſeeing the knowledge of an 
immaterial, immortal ſoul was of much more 
conſequence to Adam than the knowledge of 
his earthy part; or tell him after his tranſgreſ- 
ſion, that he was duſt, and to duſt he ſhould 
return, meaning that part which by its natural 
conſtitution neither knew good nor evil; but 
reſerve and ſave the life of the ſoul of Adam, 
which was the actual tranſgreſſor. Such partial 
and manifeſt unjuſt proccedings ſome men au- 
daciouſly 8 in their Creator, rather than 
give up the fable of human invention, the im- 
mortality of the human ſoul: nay Mr. BROUOCRH“UÄ 


rox goes fo far as to declare, „That though 


could be found in 


« the plaineſt expreſſic: 
ys the whole man, 
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00 ſcripture, that death deſtro 
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it would not neceſſarily follow, that there is 
no ſuch thing in man as an immaterial, im- 
« mortal principle, ſince it might very juſtly be 
e ſuppoſed, that in ſuch aſſertions the ſcripture 
% language is accommodated to vulgar appre- 
c henſions, according to which man appears to 
« be formed of mere matter, and his death to be 
« a total extinction of all life and ſenſe, whilſt 
<« true philoſophy (how true hath been ſhewn 
ce before) evinces, that there muſt be (that is, 
„% man will have it ſo) an immortal principle in 
«© man.” Strange doctrine to proceed from the 
pen of a reformed prieſt. What! cannot the 
plaineſt expreſſions in ſcripture aſſure us of the 
truth of a real fact? if it be fo, to what pur- 
poſe was any divine revelation ever made, ſee- 
ing we can no way, with any certainty, depend 
on the truth of the moſt plain expreſſions? All 
the chief points revealed to us of the Chriſtian 
faith, ſuch as the incarnation of our Redeemer, 
his death, reſurrection, and a judgment to come, 
are not more clearly and plainly expreſſed than 
the formation of man, and that he was formed 
of the earth; and it may be as juſtly ſuppoſed, 
that the plain aſſertions in ſcripture relating to 
our Saviour are accommodated to vulgar appre- 
henſions, and that not one of thoſe facts, though 
thus expreſſed, may be true. Is this the me- 
thod to eſtabliſh the authenticity of ſcripture, 
and filence the objections of deiſts and gain- 
ſayers, by maintaining, that in matters of fact 
the ſcriptures give wrong repreſentations, ſaying 
that man, on account of his having diſobeyed 
the command of his Creator, had ſentence of 

| (2 - death 
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death pronounced on him, that he ſhould die, 
and return to duſt; nevertheleſs the criminal 
never did die, but continued always alive. What 
is this but charging our great Creator with a 
falſhood ? it being impoſſible that the criminal, 
man, can be both dead and alive. 

But notwithſtanding the preſumption of ſome 
men, it remains an eternal truth, that though 
men deceive us, yet the Author of our being 
never can deal evaſively with his creatures. Had 
it been true, that man had been formed of two 
parts, one of the earth, and the other of an im- 
material, immortal ſubſtance, he would moſt cer- 
tainly have ſaid ſo in very clear, diſtinct, and ex- 
preſs terms; and his not having done ſo, in a re- 
velation made unto man of his formation, is the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt unexceptionable proof, that 
it is not ſo; for though the nature and exiſtence 
of many beings are unknown to man, yet, when- 
ever the Creator condeſcends to reveal the par- 
ticular manner of the conſtitution or formation 
of any being, ſuch a being cannot, conſiſtently 
with divine veracity, be conſtituted or formed 
in any other manner than by him expreiſed ; and 
therefore every ſuppoſition to the contrary muſt 
neceſſarily be falſe ; ſo we need not purſue the 
ſubject, either by further ſcriptural proofs (ſee 
Geneſis, chap. iii. 22.) or reaſoning, but reſt 1 it 
here, and proceed to 


TT - 


PROPOSITION HI. 


That it is the Chriſtian revelation only, which 
hath certainly made known to the Gentile 
world, the great and joyful tidings of life and 

immortality ; or, that the human race is to 

be reſtored to life again and become immor- 


tal by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Our firſt parents having, by the evil inten- 
tions of another being and a lie, been ſeduced, in 
tranſgreſſing the great Creator's commandment, 
he remembered mercy in judgment, and gave 
hopes to Adam and Eve, that their puniſhment 
ſhould turn to the advantage of themſelves and 
their poſterity : but the manner how the intended 
bleſſing was to be beſtowed on the human race, 
was reſerved for future revelation, eſpecially the 
Chriſtian one," whoſe chief end was to diſcover 
and declare in what manner the bleſſing pro- 
miſed to our firſt parents was to be fulfilled ; 
namely, that the Son of God ſhould take on 
him human nature, and in human nature ſuffer 
death, and by his death reſtore all the human 
race to life again: For as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one (namely Jeſus 
Chriſt) the free gift came upon all men unto juſti- 
fication of life. || For God ſo loved the wirls (or 
mankind) that he gave his only begotten Son— 
end ſent not his Son to condemn the world (or man- 


* Epiſt. Rom. ch. v. 17, {| John Goſp. ch. iii. 
16, 17. N 


kind) 
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kind); but that the world (or mankind) through 
him might be ſaved, or reſtored to life. For 
2s in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive. Which is now made manifeſt by the 
appearing ef our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the goſpel. 
Thus we are affured, that the er 
the human race from death to life and immor- 
_ tality, is the particular revelation of the Chriſtian 
religion, unknown to mankind either by their 
natural reaſon or by any other revelation whatever. 
For had the reſtoration from death to life been 
known before the Chriſtian revelation, it could 
not with truth be ſaid to have been brought to 
light by the goſpel; for it is nothing to the pur- 
poſe, whether life and immortality be words Þ 
(as Mr. BR ouchrox ſaith) of much greater lati- 
tude, and comprehend the whole economy of 
grace, the gift of righteouſneſs and holineſs : 
all which 1s railing a cloud of duſt before people's 
eyes by uſing words whoſe ſignification is little 
underſtood, and which have been explaining 
theſe many ages, and filled many hundred vo- 
lumes with their various explanations, but the 
true meaning of thoſe words, or their proper 
plication, remains uncertain and er 
to this day; fo that one may truly ſay of thoſe 
dealers in words, who are perpetually. forcing 
their imaginations in order to find out a myſte- 
rious ſenſe in plain expreſſions of ſcripture, what 
St. Paul faith of men of the ſame diſpoſition in 


* ny Epift. Cor. ch. xv. 22. -- - ||-2 Epiſt. Tim. ch. 
i. 10. 1 Page 94. 8 1 
his 


. ö 
his time; * That dgęſiring to be teachers of the 
law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor 


whereof they affirm. But the great and only 
queſtion 1s, whether the reſtoration of life to 


the human race by Jeſus Chriſt is not conſtantly 


oppoſed in the Chriſtian revelation to Adam's 
death? For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made alive. This reſtoration to life 
and immortality is expreſly ſaid to be a free gift: 
for life and immortality are not ſynonimous 
words, or of the ſame import, as Mr. Bzovcn- 
TON inſinuates, but quite diſtinct things, ſeeing 
a man may be reſtored to life, and live for ages, 
yet neither be nor become immortal; ſo chat 
immortality is the peculiar gift acquired by our 
Redeemer, and by him truly beſtowed on the 
human race, who at the reſurrection are not only 
to be reſtored to life, but become immortal. 

It is true ſome men, even Chriſtians, expreſs 
a great unwillingneſs to accept a reſtoration to 
life and immortality as a free gift of our Sa- 
viour, but claim an inherent immortality in 
themſelves; and they ought to be content with 
thoſe proud thoughts, without endeavouring to 
inſpire the reſt of their ſpecies with the ſame 
pride, as the propagation of their opinions can- 
not be the leaſt benefit to Chriſtians, who are 
taught, that they are to be reſtored to life at the 


reſurrection and judgment, and receive at that 


day either rewards or puniſhments, according to 
the deeds done in the body: to what purpoſe 
then the doctrine of an immortal ſoul in man? 
which is highly derogatory to thoſe exceeding 


; '* 1 Epiſt, Tim. th. i. 7 
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1 
great promiſes made in the goſpel, and in a 
manner effaces the high obligation the human 
race lie under to their Redeemer for having reſ- 
cued them from death and out of the hands of 
him who had the power of death, their great 
adverſary the devil. For when we think on the 
mexpreſſible love of the Almighty Father, who 
gave his beloved Son, and on the great love of 
his Son, who freely offered himſelt to his Al- 
mighty Father to take on him human nature, 
that he might die for us; when we think on 
theſe things, we are loft in the utmoſt wonder 
and admiration ; it is a ſubject too high for our 
frail thoughts to comprehend ; yet the recovery 
of myriads of beings from nothing, or total ex- 
tinction, into exiſtence again, ſeemed worthy of 
that great, exalted, and- beneficent Being, our 
Lord and Reftorer. But though the Son of 
God, for our benefit, and to reconcile us miſera- 
ble ſinners to his heavenly. Father, did humble 
himſelf even to the death of the croſs; is he 
thereby become of ſo low eſtimation in ſome 
men's eyes, as to think he laid down his pre- 
cious lite only to reſtore a part (a brutal part) of 
the loweſt being to life, to be added to his im- 
mortal ſoul ? which foul, as it never died, fo it 
neither could be made alive by Chriſt, or receive 
immortality as a free gift of him. 5 
But whoever reads the Chriſtian revelation 
with any degree of attention, and examines thoſe 
many exalted expreſſions it contains regarding 
man, muſt be convinced, that the doctrine of a 
a partial reſtoration - flatly contradicts the whole 
view and end of the Chriſtian revelation, and 
therefore cannot be true, but is one of thoſe 


5 | great 


1 57 ] 
great corruptions which the apoſtles foretold, 
would in the latter days ſubſiſt in the Chriſtian 
church; and which leads to 1 


That the grave is the only receptacle or inter- 


mediate ſtate, where all the human race are 
to ſleep or reſt until the reſurrection and 
judgment. | e | 


When neither our Saviour hor any of his 
apoſtles, eſpecially the great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, who 8 ſo particular account of the re- 
ſurrection, 

an intermediate ſtate, between death and the re- 
ſurrection and judgment; we might reſt aſſured 
that the grave is the only proper place for the 
human race, till reſtored to life by our Redeemer, 
who will then aſſign every one his place and 
ne: 747. } | | 


But man having invented one fable, the im- 


mortality of the human ſoul, was under a ne- 
ceſſity of inventing another fable, a place for 
the ſoul's habitation; and accordingly the Ro- 
miſh church hath turned this fable to her very 
great advantage, and it is the means of her 
power and riches: but why the Proteſtant 
churches, who do not drive the fame trade, or 
make any gain to themſelves of an intermediate 
fate, and who pretend to deſpiſe human tradi- 
tions, and depend on the ſcriptures as their only 
guide in articles of Chriſtian faith; why thoſe 
men ſhould act fo contradictory a part as to de- 
fend a chief doctrine of the Romiſh corruption, 
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ave mentioned any thing concerning 


1 1 

i 3 1 | 

- is truly amazing | ought they not to have 

| ſuſpected the truth of the immortality of the 
human ſoul, from which corrupt tree this 
corrupt branch, an intermediate ſtate between 
death and the reſurrection, naturally ſprings? 

a doctrine which, if it had been true, would 

have had very clear and plain declarations in 

Icripture concerning the ſame; or they might 

\, have followed the example of the Engliſh church, 

Which, on a review of thoſe articles of faith 
drawn up in Edward the ſixth's time, left out 
that article relating to an intermediate ſtate, not 
on ſuch weak motives as by Mr. BrRovecuTon 
pretended, * that the hereſy of the ſoul-ſleepers, 
which in the year 1552 (that is, at the reforma- 
tion) might be pretty rife, was dwindled away, 
and become unworthy of notice in 1562 (what, 
in ten years time!) and as it was an opinion not 
lkely, on account of its abſurdity, to diſturb 
the peace of the church in future times, and 
there being no diſpute concerning the immor- 
tality of the human ſoul between the Romiſh and 
* reformed churches, Abp. Parker and his con- & I 
«« vocation might omit the articles in queſtion 
C as uſeleſs and unneceſſary to the ſupport of 
<« the reformation.” 

Who can conceive ſo unworthy an opinion of 
Abp. Parker and his convocation as by Mr. 
Brovcuron:preſumed ? for if they had really 
believed an intermediate ſtate between death and 
the reſurrection a ſcripture doctrine, they could 
not in conſcience, | or honeſty, have omitted the 

-article on that head: for as they were intruſted 
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dy Queen Elizabeth to review the articles of 
faith drawn up by the firſt reformers under 
Edward the ſixth, they would not have acted 
ſuitable to the truſt and confidence repoſed in 
them by the legiſlative power, had they omit- 
ted any article of faith which to them appeared 
founded on ſcripture, and fo led the nation into 
error. No ſuch thing can be ſuppoſed of haneſt 
men, much leſs of perſons of their ſtations : 
which renders it morally certain that Biſhop 
Parker and his convocation did not believe an 
intermediate ſtate between death and the reſur- 
rection, and conſequently no immortality in the 
human ſoyl, which are ſo linked together, that 
the one doctrine cannot ſubſiſt without the other. 
But why at that time, the 3 or common 
prayer book of the church of Engl land was not 
purged of many improper and inconſiſtent 
exprefſions, cannot at this time with any 
ceftainty be aſcertained ; perhaps the liturgy and 
form of prayer yere not ſubmitted to their re- 
view; or elle it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
they would alſo have omitted the prayer in the 
burial ſervice, founded on the article they omit- 
ted, and which, conſiſtently with their omiſſion 
of that article, could not well be avoided. 
However that be, it is not from the opinion of 
man, but from ſcripture, that a point of ſo 
great conſequence to the human race as their 

exiſtence for ſeveral thouſand years without the 
body, ought to be fully, clearly, and plainly 
proved ; for w we cannot ſuppoſe, that all the 
inſpired writers would confederate together, 
to N or ſecrete ſo intereſting a point from 


man: wherefore we have the ftrongeſt reaſon, to 
" T2 > conclude, 


„ 
conclude, that an intermediate ſtate is of human 
vention ; and this ſeems confirmed from the 
ollowing paſſage of ſcripture : & For the hour is 
coming z the which all that are in their graves 
Hall hear his voice, and ſball come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto the reſurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the reſurreclion 
of damnation. || But I would not have you to be 
norant, brethren, concerning them which are 
aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others which 
bave no hope. For if we Relieve that Feſus died, 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which fleep in 
Feſus, will God bring with him. 

| Theſe paſſages of ſcripture expreſly declare, 
that the dead are to reſt or ſleep in their graves 
till the reſurrection; wherefore St. Paul cautions 
the Theſſalonians not to ſorrow for their dead as 
they were without hope, ſeeing they ſhould 
e Nee again to life at the reſurrection; but 

if the ſouls of thoſe Theſſalonians who were dead, 
had at that time an exiſtence in an intermediate 
ſtate, St. Paul, in fixing the ſurvivors hopes 
on a reſtoration to life at the reſurrection, muſt 
have dealt evaſwely and deceitfully with them; 
as the ſouls of the dead were alive, and would 
exiſt ſome thouſand years before the reſurrection 
took place. But who can conceive ſuch an 
opinion of a preacker of truth? Again, 
For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with a ſpout, with the voice of the Archangel, 

and. with the trump of God; and the dead i 
Chrift foal riſe ir} then we winch are alive 


I St. John's Goſpel, ch. T7. £6.30... f 3». Thel. 
ch, 1 Iv. 13, od % Ep. Theff. ch. iv. 16, 17, 18. 


and 


1 
and remain Hall. be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to ineet the Lord in the air. 
Wherefore comfort one another with theſe 
words. Thus no intermediate ſtate is men- 
tioned ; but the hopes of the Theſſalonians are 
{till directed to the reſurrection. The dead in 
Chriſt cannot mean the dead carcaſes of the 
Theſſalonians, but the men and women, they, 
the Theſſalonjans in Chriſt, ſhall riſe firſt ; then 
thoſe who are alive and remain, ſhall be caught 
up together with chem. Nothing can be plainer, 
than .that not a part of them, but the Theſ- 
ſalonians, men and women, muſt be meant by 
thoſe expreſſions of the apoſtle, or elſe it is 


impoſſible to underſtand any expreſſion in 


ſcripture, 1 1 the uſe of language is totally 
perverted, if the words conceal a meaning 
oppolite to that which they expreſs. But to 
proceed: V ben the ſon of man ſhall come in his 
glory, and all the baly augels with him, (in this 

lorious train a neceſſary attendants, one ſhould 
imagine, would be the immortal ſouls who were 
going to be united to their bodies; but alas! 
not a word of theſe immortal beings; all dead, 
and till faſt in their graves) then. ſhall he fit 
upon the throne gf | bis glory. And before him 
ſhall be gathered all nations; and he ſhall ſeparate 
them one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth 


bis ſheep from the goats: and be ſhall ſet the 


ſheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on the right 
hand, Come ye bleſſed of 1 my. Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you, *T, ben ſoall be ſay alſo 


. Matt. ch. xxv. 31—34. 41. 
5 Kato 


= 
— — 


— 


n — 
g — bf EEG = Prat 
— = — =. 


Ws - 8 22 ＋ — B 
— — . > mr — — — DT 


* 


= * . — —_—_ < 
2 — 8 


_— _ 


3 


— 


— 


2 —— 2 
. 


ES 
* — — . 
Ts To OY. 


n 4+ @ 1 


gnto them on the left band, Depart from me ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fre, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. Here is an expreſs 
declaration of our ſaviour, © that at the reſur- 
rection and judgment, and not before, the 
good are to be fer parated from the had; ſo that 
it neceſſarily followeth, that the good and the 
bad are to reſt in their graves till the reſur- 
rection. But if there is an intermediate ſtate of 
life and ſenſation, then the good and the bad 
muſt be equally confined to one place; which 
is no way reconcileable to the juſtice of God ta 
aſſociate and compel the good ſpirits to live with 
the bad for thouſands of years, and would in 
reality be the Wc n da which could 
be inflicted on the good; and, conſequently, the 
ſuppoſition of an intermediate ſtate muſt be 
falle And what farther evinces it to be a falſe 
doctrine is, that if it had been true, it is a 
fact which might have been as well atteſted and 
eſtabliſhed as any point of the chriſtian religion, 
even as firm, and by as many witneſſes, / as 
the reſurrection; which St. Paul declares to 
be the fundamental teſt of the truth of the 
«chriſtian religion: for the ſoul of Lazarus, and 
the fouls of thoſe raiſed by St. Peter and Paul, 
together with all thoſe which were reunited to 
their bodies at the reſurrection of our Redeemer. 
Aud the graves were opened, and many bodies 
of ſaints which ſlept, aroſe : and came out of 
the graves after the reſurrection, and went into 
the holy city, and appeared unto many. Here 
we have 2 mainber of credible” and indi- 
* ee Matt. FI xxvii. 52, 53. 
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3 
putable witneſſes, who had a perfect and ex- 
perimental knowledge of their conſtitution; 
they knew whether any part of them was an 
immaterial, immortal ſubſtance, and had ex- 
iſted after its ſeparation from the body in a 
ſeparate ſtate. Theſe good men would ſurely 
have communicated to their neighbours, re- 
lations, friends, and acquaintances, the nature 
of that intermediate ſtate, in which they had 
exiſted ſince their death: this muſt have afforded 
infinite comfort and ſatisfaction, and removed 
all thoſe uncertainties which men laboured under 
concerning their future ſtate; nay St. Paul him- 
_ Jelf, inſtead of referring the Theſſalonians to the 
reſurrection, - and that they ſhould comfort 
themſelves therewith, as to the ſtate of their 
departed friends, might have proved by the 
above witneſſes, that their friends had, and all 
men would, immediately at death, have an ex- 
iſtence in an intermediate ſtate. Now is not the 
total ſilence of theſe good men, about an inter- 
mediate ſtate, a moſt certain aſſurance that there 
is no ſuch ſtate; and that what is called the 
ſoul of man, conſtitutes a part of the body, 
and dies with it; had it been otherwiſe, it 
would in a manner have defeated the end and 
purpoſe of the reſurrection and judgment: 
for to what purpoſe would the magnificent ap- 


pearance of our ſaviour at the appointed day 


of judgment be made, to judge a mere brutal 
body, incapable of reaſon, and of conſequence 
incapable of rewards or puniſhments, ſeeing thoſe 
beings are only rational, who have the rational 
faculty in their own ſubſtance ? for if the higheſt 
angel was to be united to the human bedy, ir 

| could 
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1 
dould not be made a rational being; ; and the 
ſoul cannot be raiſed to life, as it is ſuppoſed to 
be immertal, and the body cannot be raifed to 
zudgment, as it is not a moral agent, or ac- 


countable for its actions. Which brings me to 
the laſt, or 


PROPOSITION V. 


That the immortality of what is called the hu- 
man ſoul, 1s attended with unjuſt, abſurd, and 
ridiculous conſequences, which alone are ſuf⸗ 
ficient to prove the falſhood of _ doctrine. 


| Moſes finiſhes his account of the origin of 
this world in theſe words; Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finiſhed, and all the boſt of 
them. And on the ſeventh day God ended his 
work which he had made: and he reſted on the 
ſeventh day from all his work which he bad 
made. And God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
ſan#ified it: becauſe that in it be had reſted from 
all his work, which God created and _ 
This remarkable paſſage was moſt certainl 
tended to inform man, that every part o the 
creation relative to this world was completed and 
finiſhed, and that the great Creator would add 
no new creation to it? nevertheleſs, in con- 
tradiction to this very plain and * decla- 
ration, ſome men have and ſtill do conceit, that 
what is called the human ſoul is not generated; 
but that the . Creator is every moment 


* Gen, ch. ii. 3; * 34 | 
| creating 
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creating millions of immaterial, immortal beings 


to be thruſt into the foetus of every reſpective 
woman that hath conceived. Thus the great 
Creator becomes a co-operative power in every 


inceſtuous conception, by joining an immaterial, 


immortal being to it. How ſuch abſurd and 


ridiculous notions could ever enter into the 


thoughts of men, who pretend to be philoſo- 
phers, is really aſtoniſhing ! Every creature that 
comes out of the forming hands of his Creatqr 
is certainly made perfect; but theſe immaterial 
and immortal ſouls are not perfected in their 


creation, till they are thruſt into a woman's 


foetus. But as thoſe beings do immediately 
come out of the hands of their Creator inno- 
cent, having committed no. crime, on what 


principle of juſtice and equity is it, that theſe 


innocent ſouls are ſo ſeverely puniſhed as to be 
ſent to inhabit the dark cell of a woman's womb? 
or to what purpoſe are theſe immaterial, im- 


mortal beings created ? only to take a peep ” 


into the inward frame and conſtitution of wo- 
man, and after having contemplated a few 
moments in their inward parts, immediately 
return to heaven again; or to remain ſtupid, 
inactive beings : thus two inftances are now 
before me ;- one woman was delivered of three 

children, two of them died within twenty-four 
hours of their birth, the third was an 1deot born. 


Another woman was delivered of four children, 


three of them ideots born : to what end were 
the immaterial ſouls of theſe ſeven children 


* 


created? or, indeed, the ſouls of millions of 


children, who die at their birth? nor can thoſe 
Ws immaterial 


„ 
immaterial beings, who are immediately ſepa- 
rated from the body, or after ſome time ſub- 
ſiſting in the body depart, be accounted any 
thing more than the half of a creature. Now what 
can be more imperfect than the half of an in- 
dividual ? 1t* is the ſpecies infama among the 
Catagories : to which of the Catagories can it 
properly be given? It is impoſſible chat it ſhould 
be comprehended under any genus; for by all 
philoſophers an individual is defined to be a 
47s indiviſible in itſelf, and diviſible from all 
Other beings ; whereas this individual is divided 
from itſelf as much as any two beings can 
be from each other ; fo that one half ſubſiſteth 
from the other for many thouſand years, and as 
the ſoul ſubſiſteth many thouſand years in a 
diſtinct ſtate from the body, why is it put into a 
body? or why is it to be reunited again after 
many thouſand years ſeparation? ſuch are the 
many unjuſt, abſurd, and ridiculous conſequences 
flowing from the ſuppoſition of immaterial, im- 
mortal ſouls in men. Hence it is ent. that 
notwithſtanding the pride of man, who fancies 
himſelf wiſe, and aſſumes the pompous title 
of philoſopher, he retains ſuch abſurd doctrines, 
as ſhew him often void of underſtanding and 
reaſoning, and ſo obſtinate in any conceived 
opinion, as no way to be convicted. 
This was the caſe of the Jewiſh Nation, who 

rejected all reaſoning and argument brought in 

ſupport of the truth of the chriſtian religion ; 
ſo likewiſe doth the Romiſh church, which per- 
ſiſteth in all her corrupt doctrines, and even 
finds moſt ſtrenuous defenders amongſt the Pro- 


teſtant divines; thus Mr. BROVGHTON comes 
on 


4 


1 


on us with no leſs than demonſtration, as he 


pretends, in proof of an immortal foul in 
man. * « For it may be laid down as a firſt 
« principle, that a doctrine which is abſolutely 
“ neceſſary to the ſupport of another doctrine, 
e indiſputably true, mult be itſelf true. Now 
ce the doctrine of a future ſtate may be demon- 
ce ſtrated upon the cleareſt principles of reaſon 
< and nature; but reaſon and nature being 
„ ſtrangers to a reſurrection or reſtoration of 
life to the dead, it is impoſſible to prove a 
future ſtate, but on the ſuppoſition of an 
« immortal foul.” But this firſt principle and 


Lg 
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demonſtration is grounded on the ſandy foun- 


dation of. a falſe ſuppoſition and falſe rea- 


ſoning : he takes for granted, inſtead of 


proving, that by reaſon, without revelation, 


a future ſtate may be diſcovered. _ This 


doctrine, though hawked about, and boldly 


affirmed by every writer, as an indiſputable 


fact, will, on a proper examination, be found 
not to be ſo certain as it is to be imagined. 
For this pretended diſcovery of a future ſtate 


by reaſon, is founded on future rewards and 


puniſhments,” ariſing from the unequal dil- 
tribution of good and evil in this world ; 
particularly in caſes of diſtreſt virtue and 


triumphant wickedneſs, which requires that the | 
Almighty Father, in juſtice to ſome of his crea- 
tures, ſhould make up all ſuch inequalities in a 


future ſtate. If men will draw themſelves into 
difficulties by a train of falſe ſuppoſitions and 
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falſe reaſoning conſequent thereon, the attri- 
butes of the divine Being are no way concerned 
to help them out of their dilemma. Why will 
men preſume that the great Creator deals un- 
equally with his creatures in this world, or that 
the good ſuffer here and the evil go unpuniſhed ? 
How is it poſſible that man, who does not know 
the heart of his fellow-creatures, or the motives 
of their actions, can pronounce any man, or know 
him to be, truly good, or whether the diſtreſs 
and evil he ſuffers is not the conſequence of 
ſome ſecret vice undiſcoverable by the human 
eye? Doth not our Saviour caution us not to 
judge by outward appearances; nay, that many 
will think themſelves ſo worthy on account of 
their deeds, that they will cry out, Lord, have 
we not caſt out devils, and done many other 
great and mighty works in thy name; but he 
will tell them, I know you not. Yet if men 
who had done ſuch miracles any way ſuffered 
here, it would be called virtue in diſtreſs, and 
they be efteemed as having ſuffered mar- 
tyrdom for the chriſtian religion, and who 1n- 
difputably muſt; agreeable to God's juſtice, have 
a great and peculiar reward (for his unequal 
Wees with them in this life) in a future 
_ *JUAtE, 

Here men might write nne on the 
neceſſity of future rewards and puniſhments, 
and reaſon learnedly on that head; but thoſe 
mens hearts being known unto the Lord, he 
diſclaims all knowledge of them. In like 
manner, how is it poſſible for any man to know 
whether the wicked go unpuniſhed here ? may 
they not, by acute ARS, or an inward diſquiet 
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and uneaſineſs of mind, ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as 
the great Creator may judge ſufficient ? But hat 
are the injuſtices or inequalities that men can 
ſuffer in this life, which obliges God in juſtice 
to his creatures to amend his conduct in a future 
ſtate ? Some men have ſumptuous habits, fare 
deliciouſly, are cloathed in purple, and, either 
by their own. or their forefathers induſtry and 
frugality, enjoy every other convenience of life, 

but often attended with a want of appetite, 
gout, or ſtone, or ſome. other acute diſeaſe, 
which imbitters all the enjoyments of this life: 
whereas others, the induſtrious, virtuous man, 
hath the bare neceſſaries of life, a good appetite 
to eat his morſe] of bread with pleaſure, lives 
in a cottage, with a ſtate of good health, and 
hath cloathing ſufficient to ward him againſt the 
inclemency of the weather, with a freedom from 


all thoſe anxious paſſions that ariſe from am- 


bition and riches ; whilſt others, by their own 
idleneſs, vices, and extravagancies, often reduce 
themſelves to the want of every neceſſary of lite, 
and are beholden to the relief of others: but 
as to theſe men, they are out of the queſtion, 
and cannot be ranked amongſt thoſe who on 
account of their unequal ſtations deſerve re- 
wards, Thus, for all man really knows, ſuch 
perſons as he thinks in great diſtreſs, may in re- 
ality enjoy much more happineſs than thoſe whom 
he thinks happy ; for though men often want ad- 
ditions to their happineſs, yet every man thinks 
he hath ſomething ſo peculiar within himſelf, 
as that he would not make an intire or abſolute 
change with another ; which ſufficiently ſhews, 
that, notwithſtanding the pride of man, the 

| oreat 
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oreat Creator hath placed every man in ſuch a 
ſtation in this life, as may be moſt conducive to 
his happineſs here : but be that as it may, un- 
prejudiced reaſon can never inform us of the 
indiſputable neceſſity of a future ſtate, or of fu- 
ture rewards or puniſhments. As to rewards, 
let man be as partial to himſelf as he will, he 
can ſcarce have the preſumption to ſay, that 
God is in juſtice obliged to reward him with 
eternal happineſs for any ſuffering in this life; 
ſeeing a reward ſuppoſes ſome ſervice done to 
the being from whom he thinks himſelf intitled 
to a reward; but even the beſt of us mortals 
are unprofitable ſervants to God, and in obeying 
his commands, calculated to promote our hap- 
pineſs, we only do our duty to ourſelves, and 
cannot on that account be intitled to the leaſt 
claim of a future reward; ſo that all rewards 
or future bleſlings come by promiſe, and are the 
free gift of our great Creator, without the leaſt 
merit 1n us to intitle us thereto, much leſs render 
ſuch reward indiſputably neceſſary. And as 
to puniſhment, reaſon or nature may diſcover 
that crimes committed here deſerve to be 
puniſhed ; bur it is impoſſible that unprejudiced 
or right reaſon can diſcover. the neceſſity of 
eternal puniſhment in a future ſtate, for crimes 
committed here : for we who by nature are evil, 
judge it equitable to proportion puniſhments as 
far as we are able to the crimes committed : and 
ſhall we charge the righteous Judge and moſt 
merciful Father of all his creatures with ſuch 
unmerciful cruelty, as to inflict eternal puniſh- 

ment for temporal crimes : reaſon, ſo far from 
diſcovering this, is ſhocked at ſuch a thought, 

and 
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and can by no means approve of a doctrine ſo 
inconſiſtent with the juſtice and equity of a 
good man, but much more ſo with the almighty 
Creator. 

Can the unequal diſtributions in this life 
(provided there are any) be amended by {till 
more unequal diſtributions in another ? may not 
thoſe who ſhall think themſelves unequally dealt 
with in the future ſtate, plead, and that with 
more ſeeming juſtice, as there can be no pro- 

ortion between temporal and eternal ſufferings, 
that the juſtice of God requires that there 

ſhould be another future ſtate, where, as in all 
ſtates, it 1s likely. there will be different ſtations, 
which ſome men may think and call unequal 
diſtributions of the former ſtate may be 
amended and adjuſted : this ſhews the fal- 
laciouſneſs of all human reaſoning concerning 
things not revealed: for whenever the 1mag1- 
nation goes beyond real objects, and by human 
reaſon wants to pry into futurity, it is bewil- 
dered, loſt in 3 and ends in uncertainty, 
vanity, and vexation. But ſhould it be admitted 
that the diſtributions are ſo unequal in this 
life, that, according to ſome mens notions of 
juſtice, it required a future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, this could not prove an immaterial 
or immortal ſoul in man, as rewards and puniſh- 
ments might be beſtowed on the human race in 
ſuch a manner as it ſhould pleaſe the great Crea- 
tor, and which he hath revealed by the goſpel, is 
to be in reſtoring man to life again by a reſur- 
rection: for as ſoon as the certainty of future 


rewards and puniſhments (which before was 
only 


| 1 
only mere ſurmiſe) was made known by the 
Chriſtian religion, it at the ſame time diſcovered 
the method of beſtowing the ſame alſo; and 
if man by human reaſon could not diſcover this 
method, he ought to have ſubmitted himſelf, in 
regard to a future ſtate, to the diſpoſal of his 
great Creator; and not, on account of his 
ignorance as to the method or manner in 
which future rewards or puniſhments were to 
be beſtowed, have preſumptuouſly concluded 
himſelf to be an immortal creature, eſpecially 
when ſuch a ſuppoſition led to the charging the 
moſt merciful Father of our being with acting 
contrary to all the known principles of juſtice 
and equity, in puniſhing his creatures with 
eternal puniſhments, for temporal crimes : a 
doctrine which never can proceed from reaſon 
or nature, but is a branch of that great cor- 
ruption in the Chriſtian church, ſprung from 
the retained opinion of an immaterial immortal 
foul in man. But whatever notions or opinions 
| thoſe who never did, nor at preſent do enjoy the 
light of a divine revelation, have had or may 
retain, or howſoever they have or may reaſon 
concerning the conſtitution of man, or the neceſ- 
ſity of future rewards and puniſhments, by 
reaſon of their ſuppoſed unequal dealings in 
this life, it can be of no moment to the Chriſtian 
church. Leave them to their great Creator, 
who will judge them according to that law 
that was or 1s within them ; tor they who had or 
have no law, or revelation, are, as St. Paul faith, 
a law to themſelves, their conſciences either 
accuſing or exculing them. But thoſe who 

FT have 
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have for many ages, enjoyed the light of divine 
revelation, which might enable them to reaſon 
with greater juſtice and propriety, of their con- 
ſtitution, and contemplate that inexpreſſible 
bleſſing brought to light or diſcovered by the 
Chriſtian revelation, of a reſtoration of life to 
the human race by Jeſus Chriſt; ſuch perſons 
are highly blame worthy, to obſerve the word 
of truth by human invention, and by their falſe 
reaſoning, to ſupport ſuch their inventions, 
which 1s the true cauſe of the prevailing great. 
corruptions .in the Romiſh church ; which 
teaches and impoſes the fables and traditions of 
men for ſcripture doctrines. And it were to be 
withed that the teachers or doctors of the re- 
formed churches, had been and were free from 
following fuch pernicious example ; * Daatin 
about queſtions and ſtrife of words whereof comet 
envy, ftrife, railing, evil ſurmifing, perverſe diſ- 
puling of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of 
the truth : which hath turned the Chriſtian re- 
ligion into a ſcience full of words of art, tech- 
nical and unintelligible expreſſions, thereby ren- 
dering the plaineſt truth difficult to be under- 
ſtood, and the word of God of no uſe or 
effect: for our firſt reformers having been 
educated in the Romiſh church or communion, 
could not diveſt themſelves all at once of pre- 
| conceived opinions; and being much per- 
plexed, confuſed, and unſettled as to many 
points of dactrinal faith, ſometimes leaning to 

Luther, and ſometimes ro Calvin's opinion; but 


often 


1 


often looking back to the old harlot who had 
ſpread her net ſo artfully, and twined and twiſted 
it fo ſtrong with the cordage of hard unintelh- 
gible and impenetrable words; that thoſe well- 
meaning men found it difficult to free their 
enſlaved minds from expreſſions become in a 
manner ſacred by long ule : ſo they retained 
many expreſſions in uſe, though the doctrine 
was by them altered. Thus the article of an 
intermediate ſtate, the - conſequence of man's 
ſuppoſed immortality, - was omitted; but the 
prayer founded on that doctrine was retained, 
and inany other unintelligible expreſſions remain 
in our public prayer and liturgy, which give the 
Romiſh prieſts great advantage, who cempaſs 
ſea and land to make Proſelytes, and teach the 
- laity of their communion that the turning a 
Proteſtant to their church is as it were ſaving a 
ſoul, and which will have great and peculiar 
rewards: and though the lalty of that church 
on all public occaſions are moſt forward to ſhew 
themſelves, and would thereby be underſtood to 
give public inſtances of their great regard and 
good will to the royal houſe of the Proteſtant 
- ſucceſſion ; yet their great hypocriſy (which 
| ſhews the bad principles of that religion) is 
- manifeſted in embracing every opportunity, by 
inſinuating perſuaſions, corruption or bribery, 
to convert his majeſty's ſubjects of the lower ſort 
to their communion, and thereby render them 
bigotted traytors to their country; nor do the 
Romiſh prieſts find it a difficult matter to ac- 
compliſh their deſign, partly owing to the great 
neglect of thoſe whoſe duty it is, and who Have 
grèat revenues aſſigned by their country, to 

inſtruct 


E 
inſtruct the lower ſort of people, who are moſtly 
ignorant of the principles on which a ſeparation * 
was made from the Romiſh church ; and partly 
owing to the Romiſh priefts making artful” 
quotations of ſome expreſſions retained in our 
public ſervice, to make the people believe that 
there is really no difference, or but very trifling, 
in the chief points of the Chriſtian religion, 
between the Romiſh' and Engliſh church; and 
they carry their aſſurance and confidence ſo far 
in this point, that in a converſation a Romiſh 
prieſt had with 'a Proteftant of the church of 
England, the Romiſh prieft maintained that in 
the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation (that great re- 
proach to Chriſtianity) the church of England, 
though ſhe pretended to differ as to fome outward. 
circumſtances relative to that doctrine, yet in the 
main, the believed and taught that doctrine as 
fully as the Romiſn church; and which bold 
aſſertion highly ſurprizing the Proteſtant, he de- 
manded ſome clear and diſtinct proof from the 
Romiſh prieft in ſupport of his aſſertion ; when 
the prieft calling for an Engliſh common prayer 
book, opened it at the communion ſervice, and 
read a prayer which the reformed prieſt was to 
addrefs to God, that he would grant that they 
(the Communicants) might eat the fleſh of his 
dear fon Jeſus Chriſt, and drink his blood. Now 
this is all the Romiſh church believes of tran- 
fubſtantiation, namely the eating the fleſh, and 
drinking the blood of our ſaviour, replies the 
Romiſh prieſt. Thus the Proteſtant, to his great 
amazement and confuſion, ſaw expreſſions drawn 
from the public ſervice 2 the church of England 
| es in 
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in ſupport of one - of the chief corrupt do&rings 
of the Romiſh church. 

Being hereby led to mention the doctrine of 
tranſublcantiation, it may not be improper to 
take a ſhort review of a doctrine which, in deſpite 
of reaſon and our ſenſes, continueth a chief part 
of the Chriſtian faith amongſt thoſe nations _ 
profeſs the Romiſh religion. And I hope n 

rſon will take exceptions, much leſs — 
at the uſe of ſuch neceſſary expreſſions as are 
requiſite to ſet ſo extraordinary a doctrine in 
its true light: for it is with corrupt doctrines 
the ſame as with proud fleſh, which requires to 
be eaten away by cauſticks. This miraculous 
doctrine is founded, as the Romiſh prieſts 
pretend, on ſcripture expreſſions; which ought 
to caution us how we-enſlave our minds to meer 
words. Now the words produced for the eſta- 
bliſhment of ſo wonderful a doctrine, are a part 
of a diſcourſe addreſſed by our Saviour to his 
diſciples, on his eating the laſt paſſover with them 
before his death : * And as they were eating, Jeſus 
took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it 
to his diſciples, a ſaid, T ake, eat; this is my body. 
Aud he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of It - for his 
is my blood of the new teſtament, which is ſhed 
for many for the remiſſion of fins. By | theſe 
pronounced words, This is my body, « Ro- 
miſh prieſt ſaith, the bread, or water, becomes 
changed into the body of Jeſus Chriſt, and the | 
wine, "by the repetition of the words, This 1s my 
Bood, becomes changed into the blood of Jeng 


* St. Matt. ch. xxvi. v. 26—28. 
Chriſt. 
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* hriſt. Now if the repetition of the above wards 
by a prieſt, hath really ſo miraculous an effect 
on the conſecrated oF and wine, it muſt have 
had the ſame effect when pronounced by our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and the bread which he 
had bleſſed, and had broke, muſt, on his pro- 
nouncing, This is my body, have immediately 
changed into twelve diſtinct bodies of the ſame 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was at that time preſent with 
them, and they muſt have eaten twelve bodies 
of their one Lord ; and on his bleſſing the cup 
of wine, and repeating theſe words, This 7s my 
blood the wine muſt have immediately changed 
into his blood, and the diſciples muſt have drank 
the blood of their Lord. But as thoſe words, 
This is my body, and this is my blood, when 
ſpoken by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, did not actually 
change, or convert the bread and wine he gave 
unto. his diſciples into his body, or blood ; ſeeing 
his body remained with them after the above 
expreſſion, and was not eaten by his diſciples, 
but ſuffered death on the croſs; can any rea- 
ſonable man ſuppoſe, that the above words, 
ronounced by a man, will produce an effe& 
which they did not produce when ſpoken by 
Jeſus himſelf ? or that he would delegate a power 
to ſo corrupt a creature as man, to perform 
every moment much greater miracles than he, 
though the Son of God, ever did perform? For 
what fignified his raiſing Lazarus to life after he 
had been dead three days, when compared to 
the power of turning a piece of bread, or wafer, 
whenever a prieſt pleaſes, into the very beat 
ot our Saviour, which ſuffered on the croſs? 


And after a prieſt hath performed! ſo nn 
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2 miracle as to turn pieces of bread or wafers 
into his Saviour's body, and hath bowed his kne 
and worſhiped his bread- created God, then to 
have the fhameleſs aſſurance to eat his God 
And though it be expreſsly declared in ſcripture, 
that there is but One redeemer, the man Jeſus, 
whoſe body ſuffered death on the croſs for the 
remiſſion of the fins of the whole world, and 
WhO after his death aſcended into heaven, pray 
to remain till he came to judge the world; 
yet the Romiſh prieſts pretend they have a 
wer to turn and convert bread, or wafers, into 
innumerable millions of ſuffering bodies of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and which have for ages paſt been eaten, 
and are daily eating. Such ſhocking deteſtable 
conſequences might ſurely open the eyes of 
men, were they not under an infatuation of 
mind, and faſt holden by Satanic deluſion, who 


envying the happineſs procured by the great 


Reſtorer of the human race, hath ſuggeſted to 
a mad monk, a ſpecies of idolatry of the moſt 
contemptuops and ungrateful xind. We have 
many inftances recorded in hiſtory of the folly 
and ſtupidity of ſome nations who have paid 
divine worſhip to the beaſts of the earth; but 
we have not one inſtance, even of the moſt 
ſavage nations, who ever preſumed to eat that 
being they worſhipped ; this is a doctrine only 
taught by the Romiſh prieſts. A ftrange kind 
of gratitude to our great benefactor, who once 
laid down his precious life to redeem us from 
death, and render us, by a reſtoration to life 
again, capable of eternal happineſs, that we, in 
return for ſuch his great kindneſs, ſhould put 
him daily to a more ignomimous death than he 

ONCE. 
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once ſuffered on the croſs, by eating that very 
body which was nailed to the croſs, and drinking 
his blood ! Such is the doctrine eſtabliſhed by the 
council of Trent under an infallible head, and 
impoſed as a ſcriptural doctrine on thoſe of her 
' communion, with terrible curſes on all thoſe who 
cannot believe ſo monſtrous a doctrine ! And 
| who can, without the deepeſt regret, think that 
a principal reformed church, who abhors the 
. blaſphemous doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, ſhould 
retain any expreſſions which may ſerve as means 
to the ſeduction of her own people ? This hath 
occaſioned many pathetic addreſſes to the rulers 
of the church who are entruſted with her refor- 
mation; that either by their own authority, or 
by proper addreſſes to the legiſlative power, for 
a review and reformation of the. public fervice 
from the many retained expreſſions which 
favour the moſt corrupt doctrine of the Romiſh 
church, they would promote a reformation. 
For there are occaſions and ſeaſons when filence . 
in thoſe whoſe peculiar office it is to inform, 
becomes A and cannot eſcape obſervation. 
Oh! that they would recollect the caution our 
Saviour ſent by his ſervant John to the churches 
of Aſia. * 1 know thy works, and thy labour, 
and thy patience, and how thou canſt not hear 
them which are evil: and thou hoſt tried them 
ab bich ſay they are apoſiles, and are net; and haſt 
cund them liars. Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat 
_ againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 
And ſuffereſt that woman Jezabei, which calleth 


St. John's Revelation, ch. ii. v. 2. 4. 20, , 
| 25 1 ber 
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berſelf a propheteſs, to teach and to ſeduce my ſer- 
wants to commit fornication, and to eat things ſa- 
crificed unto idols. + Be watchful, and ſtrengthen 
the things which remain, that are ready to die; for 
T have not found thy works perfect before God. 

Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repeut, and do the firft works ; or elſe 
Iwill come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candleftick out of his place, except then repent. 
Ho far the candleſtick is already removed out 
of its place, ſeeing we ſeem willing to return to 
darkneſs, and deſpiſe the light of the reforma- 
tion, I leave to the conſideration of thoſe 
eminent lights, the doctors of the church. But 
certain it is, that though it is two hundred and 
fifty years ſince the reformation began, no far- 
ther progreſs hath been made; bur all addreſſes 
for a further reformation have hitherto been diſ- 
regarded, and the governors of the church ſeem 
contented with the dignities and emoluments of 
their ſtations, and can ſee no neceſſity for any 
' alteration or further reformation : ſo that their 
great indifference on that hand, hath and doth 
encourage the Romiſh prieſts, with well grounded 
hopes, to form ſtrong affurances, that by their 
indefatigable pains they may ſucceed in recon- 
ciling the Engliſh church in the ſame manner as 
the chief princes abroad (whoſe anceſtors were 
the great promoters, ſtay, and ſupport of the 
reformation) are returned to the Romiſh church: 
this hath emboldened the Romiſh prieſts reſiding 
in this nation, in defiance of all the laws, 


+ St. John's Revelation, ch. iii. v. 2. f Ibid. 
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publickhy to profeſs their idolatrous warſhip, * Ba: 
as the Spirit of truth ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the 
latter times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils , 


ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy : + And with all de- 


ceivableneſs of anrighteonſneſs, in them that 
periſh ; becauſe they received not the love of the 
truth, that they. might be ſaved. And for this 


cauſe God fhall ſend them ſtrong delufion, that they 


ſhould believe a lie: Having ſuch divine warning 
left us by the word of truth, that great er- 
ruptions ſhould ſubſiſt, eſpecially in the latter 
times, in the Chriſtian church, and whieh church 
being in point of doctrine divided into the Ro- 
miſh and reformed churches, it becomes the duty 
of every Chriſtian to examine with care and 
great attention in which of thoſe churche thoſe 
great . corruptions, foretold and ſo emphatically 
deſcribed, are now ſubſiſting; doctrines of ſe- 
ducing ſpirits, doctrines of devils, doctrines 
founded on a lie; and if we find moſt plain, 
clear, and evident marks of ſuch doctrines in 
the Romiſh faith of tranſubſtantiation, the 


worſhipping of departed ſaints, purgatory, or 


intermediate ſtate, with many others ; let us fly 
from all nearer approaches to that idolatrous 
church, and let every one of us, according to 
our reſpective ſtations, promote a farther refor- 


mation; and be extremely watchful of all thoſe 


books or treatiſes, whether from a Romiſh or 


Proteſtant pen, which tend to gloſs and diſguiſe 


any of her corrupt doctrines, leſt we become 


* 1 Epiſt. Tim, ch. iv. v. 1, 2, + 2 Epiſt. Theſſ. 
ch. 1 „ 10, 11 © 
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partakers of thoſe dreadful judgments, pro- 
3 againſt the corrupt Chriſtian church: 
but let us rather follow the advice of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be xot partakers of ber fins, and that ye receive 
not of ber plagues : for her fins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities, 
Therefore ſhall ber plagues come in one day, death 
and mouruing, and famine ; and ſhe ſhall be utterly 
burnt with fire : for Itrong is the Lon God wha 


. Juageth her. 


St. John's Rey. ch. xviii, v. 4, 5. 8. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


HERE are many laws in being which 
were made with the ſole view of prevent- 
ing the ſeduction of the people to the Romiſh 
church, which laws declare it a crime of high 
treaſon in the perſon that converts, as well 
as the perſon that is converted : nevertheleſs it 
may be queſtioned whether there be a Roman 
Catholic family of any note in this kingdom, 
who have not by themſelves, or their domeſtic 
prieſt, converted a Proteſtant to their religion, 
and thus have been guilty and ſtand under the 
penalty of high treaſon. But the ſeverity of 
thoſe laws has and does defeat their intention, 
they being inconſiſtent with that humane diſpc- 
ſition ſo prevalent in this nation, and which pre- 
vents proper informations. # 
However, the crime is become ſo daring, 
ſeeipg in my neighbourhood the prieſt of one 
Romiſh family hath converted ſeveral pro- 
teſtants, that it is become abſolutely neceſſary 
to put a ſtop to an increaſing evil, which x 
converting the lower ſort of people, in whic 
the ſtrength of a nation conſiſteth, and who by 
their ignorance become moſt furious and in- 
veterate Bigots, is laying a ſure foundation for 
our deſtruction. - 
Be it therefore ſubmitted to the conſideration 
of the legiſlative power, whether it might not 
| L 2 . ſtop 
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ſtop all further progreſs in ſeducing his majeſty's 
ſubjects to the Romiſh church, if a law was 
paſſed this ſeſſions, enacting that all rectors, 
vicars and curates ſhall, at the beginning of 
every ſeſſion, tranſmit (under proper penalties 
for neglect) to the ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 
mons, an account of all the Roman Catholic 
perſons and families in their reſpective pariſhes, 
with their reſpective ſtations and occupations, 
how each perſon in a family ſtands related to 
one another; the number of their ſervants, and 
male and female children, how and by whom 
educated; and if any Roman Catholic hire a 
proteſtant as a ſervant, that he ſhall ſend the 
name of ſuch ſervant to the rector, vicar, or 
curate of the pariſh he reſides in: and that all 
Proteſtants ſerving in Romiſh, families, ſhall 
(under proper penalties) bring their names, with 
he names of the family or perſon they live 
with, wrote on a piece of paper, and deliver it 
to the rector, vicar, or curate, when they receive 
the ſacrament: ſuch an account tranſmitted 
yearly to the parliament, and ordered to be 
printed for the information of the nation, may 
deter, and will at once diſcover whether any 
Proteſtant hath been ſeduced to that religion, 
and their numbers known, as well as the 
number of the Romiſh people in each pariſh , 
and as real property is the pM of power. 
and dependance, ſo many laws have been made 
to. prevent the opulent families of the, Romiſh 
religion from increaſing their real or landed 
eſtates; but thoſe laws have been. penned. {o 
looſely, and liable to ſuch evaſive interpretations, 
that not one of them have cr do anſwer 7 
os 
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end for which they were made. For it is moſt. 


notorious that many of the Romiſh families have 
increaſed their landed eſtates conſiderably, and 


make uſe of the names of Proteſtants in their 


purchaſes, unknown to the perſons whoſe names 
they uſe, but are generally good-natured, eaſy, 
and weak people; and ſuch perſons whoſe names 
are thus corruptly uſed, have and do, out of a 
fooliſh point of honour, fign conveyances they 
neither have read, nor know the uſe of, 
and thus proſtitute themſelves to the great de- 
triment of the community. May it not therefore 
be neceſſary that in the yearly account tranſ- 
mitted to parliament as mentioned, the rental 
alſo of each Roman Catholic's eſtate, as it ſtands 
aſſeſſed in the parifh rate, be annexed to the ſaid 
account ? And as ſome of the Romiſh families 
are poſſeſſed of landed eſtates to the amount of 
many thouſand pounds a year, and which by 
every precaution, in ſending their younger 
children into. monaſteries, they preſerve in the 
elder male branch, which gives them moſt 
powerful influence with their tenants and de- 


ndants, ſo that on an inquiry it will be found 


that in the ſpace of an hundred years, which 
cauſes great changes as to the flux and reflux of 
eſtates in other families, no diminution will be 


found, but rather a conſiderable increaſe of 


landed eſtates will appear in moſt of the Romiſh 
families. | | 

Might it not therefore be requiſite to diveſt the 
Roman Catholics, of all power of diſpoſing of 
their landed eſtates, either by ſettlements. or 
will; but that their real eſtates, after a limited 
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time, ſhall, notwithſtanding any entail or ſettſe- 
ment, deſcend to all the children in equal 
proportions, (brothers or fiſters) or to their 
nephews or nieces, and to deſcend no further ; 
but in default of children, or brothers; or 
ſiſters, or nephews, or neices, to deſcend to the 
king, and in caſe any Roman Catholic dies 
poſſeſſed of any landed eſtate, whoſe children, or 
brothers, or ſiſters, or nephews, or nieces, have 
for the ſpace of years, lived abroad,' 
or are abroad at their death, then ſuch real 
eſtate, or ſuch part or parts as ſhould have de- 
ſcended to thoſe children, brothers or ſiſters, 
nephews or nieces abroad, to deſcend to the 
king; and that the high ſheriff of each county 
do take poſſeſſion of ſuch eſtate, for the kings 
uſe ; which, together with ſome other proviſions 
and cautions, might for the future prevent ſuch 
large and exorbitant landed eſtates from con- 
tinuing in the poſſeſſion of one perſon. Nor do 
theſe neceſſary precautions any way border on 
the ſpirit of perſecution a principle which, though 
the chief ſupport of the Romiſh religion, is 
truly abhorred by this humane nation; but 
they are founded on the ſtricteſt principles of 
equity, and ſelf- preſervation: for ſuppoſing a 
nation conſiſting of ten millions of people, and 
that three millions profeſs a religion which 
teaches them obedience to a foreign power, 
and to obey his infallible commands, as the 
commands of God, and this under the penalty 
of eternal damnation ; and that the ſaid foreign 
power hath accurſed the reſt of the nation, on 
account of their diſcovering his uſurped authority, 
and ſtigmatized them as Hereticks; and by his 

prieſts 


191 
prieſts declared them as enemies to God, and 
eternally damned, and with whom no faith is to 
be kept; has not the nation a moſt. equitable 
right to guard againſt the wicked devices of 
thoſe who profeſs ſuch a religion? and by every 
human foreſight and prudence prevent thoſe 
1 from increaſing in power, by acquiring 
or ſettling and diſpoſing of their landed eſtates, 

to the ſtrengthening of their religion, and the 
ſeduction of the lower ignorant people? Nor 
can the families profeſſing the Romiſn religion, 
without the moſt abſurd inſolence, complain of 
ſuch moderate, gentle, and chriſtian reſtraints; 
as they know that in thoſe countries where their 
religion is the eſtabliſhed religion of the country, - 
the Proteſtants can acquire no land, and are 
treated with the moſt barbarous contempt, and 
their perſecuting ſpirit even purſues them after 
death, ſo that they will not ſo much as ſuffer 
them to be buried, but let the Proteſtants lie and 
rot above ground: this ſnews the true and real 
ſpirit of the Romiſh religion, and may ſerve as 
a caution againſt thoſe of that religion that live 
amongſt us, and who, being diveſted of that 
perſecuting power, do with great eaſe aſſume 
appearances of charity and moderation, But ap- 

arances of this ſort deſerve no regard; as it is 
apparent from their behaviour abroad, that 
whenever the Catholic church is in poſſeſſion of 
power, its charity and moderation give way to 
their flaming zeal for the defence of their inven- 
tions and ſuperſtitions, and for the extirpation 
of what they call hereſy. We ought therefore 
to be watchful of theſe our real enemies, eſ- 


pecially ſince heir great acceſſion of ſtrength. 
„„ received 
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received by thoſe ſwarms of Jeſuit prieſts com 


hither, and ſome of which were baniſhed: out of 
their own nation for fuch atrocious crime as 


intending to murder their ſovereign; and other 
treaſonable practices; and theſe wicked men 
have inſpired thoſe of their religion with ſuch. 


high preſumption, as to deipile our laws, and 


laug h at the lenity of our government. And 
Aeg it is ſomewhat ſurprizing that the pro- 
feſſors of a religion fo detrunental to the pub- 


lic weal, ſhould meet with | fuch favourable 
countenance | However, it is the duty of every 


one who values his religious and civil liberty, to 


propoſe, and with all due ſubmiſſion leave to 


the conſideration of the ruling powers; ſuch 


thoughts as he apprehends, may be conducive 
to the ſtopping che further progreſs of ſedueing 
the people to a religion, whoſe: doctrines are a 
reproach to common ſenſe, and whoſe cruel and 


favage diſpoſition is a . rue on er 
Han in ö | 
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